
 
 
 

 
 

STATE OF ARIZONA 
PSYCHIATRIC SECURITY REVIEW BOARD 

MINUTES OF GENERAL SESSION 
March 25, 2016 

Arizona State Hospital – Forensic Wildflower Building 
2500 East Van Buren Street, Phoenix, AZ  85008 

 
 
Members Present: 
Julio Ramirez, Ph.D. – Vice-Chair 
Susan Stevens, Esq. 
James Clark, M.D. 
Paul O’Connell 
 
Members Absent (Excused): 
Carol Olson, M.D. 
 
Assistant Attorneys General Present: 
Jeanne Galvin, Esq. for the Psychiatric Security Review Board 
Thomas Raine, Esq. for the Psychiatric Security Review Board 
Lou Caputo, Esq. for the Arizona State Hospital 
 
Staff Present: 
Paula Schultz, Acting Executive Director 
 
Visitors Present: 
Amarice Gonzales - AHCCINS 
Andrew Falcek, Attorney (telephonically) 
Bennie Love, Jr. – Hope Lives 
Brian Shrum, LaFrontera 
Chester L. Herron 
Chester McLaughlin, Attorney 
Dawood Mulla, MD - CRIS 
Dionne Washington 
Duane Wagner (telephonically) 

Geraldine Magalong - AHCCINS 
Jeffrey Heinrsck, Attorney – Pinal Cty Public 
Defender 
John Blischak, Attorney 
Jon Steckler - MMIC 
Joseph Stewart, Attorney 
Manuel Velasquez, Parent 
Michael Han, LaFrontera 
Nora Greer, Attorney 



Rachel Brown 
Robert Trebilcock, Attorney (telephonically) 
Steve Wills, LaFrontera 

Steven Dingle, MD, CMO, ASH 
Tammy Wray, Attorney – Maricopa Cty Public 
Defender 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
Dr. Ramirez called the meeting to order at 1:05 PM, read the Executive Session Confidentiality 
Statement, and swore in the individuals who would be testifying during the meeting. 
 

STATUTORY HEARINGS 
1. PETER SHERMAN – PSRB CASE NO. 10-03  

Findings:  Mr. Sherman was present with his attorney, Mr. Jeffrey Heinrsck.  The hearing 
was held from 1:10 PM to 1:15 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys 
General Ms. Galvin, Mr. Raine and Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the 
official document until the PSRB approves the minutes. 
 
This hearing was held pursuant to ASH’s recommendation of the Conditional Release 
Plan to the Community, Level 3.  It is stated that Mr. Sherman has shown a significant 
positive improvement. 
 
Motion:  Paul O’Connell made a motion to approve the Conditional Release Plan, Level 
3.  Dr. Clark seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  

 

2. AUSTIN GEALTA – PSRB CASE NO. 11-06 

Findings:  Mr. Gealta was present with his attorney, Mr. Andrew Falcek, who appeared 
telephonically.  The hearing was held from 1:18 PM to 1:45 PM.  Present at the hearing 
were Assistant Attorneys General Ms. Galvin, Mr. Raine and Mr. Caputo.  The digital 
recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves the minutes. 
 
This hearing was held pursuant to ASH’s request of a Conditional Release Plan to the 
Community, Levels 5-6. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Clark made a motion to recess into Executive Session to discuss clinical 
matters.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Stevens and passed unanimously.  The Board 
recessed into Executive Session from 1:20 PM to 1:23 PM. 
 
The Board returned to General Session at 1:24 PM. 
 
Bennie Love Jr. testified on behalf of Mr. Gealta.  Mr. Love stated that since Mr. Gealta 
has been attending the mental health and forensic support group programs, he has 
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shown significant growth socially; he stated that Mr. Gealta participates on every level.  
He stated that Mr. Gealta has identified a passion, which in turn provides a good focus. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Clark made a motion to recess into Executive Session to discuss legal 
matters.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Stevens and passed unanimously.  The Board 
recessed into Executive Session from 1:27 PM to 1:35 PM. 
 
The Board returned to General Session at 1:35 PM. 
 
Bennie Love Jr. provided further testimony that a substance abuse consultation could be 
achieved outside the hospital. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Clark made a motion to continue this matter for one month in order for Mr. 
Gealta to have a substance abuse consultation with an ASH coordinator or someone 
recommended by ASH, and to possibly amend the Conditional Release Plan to add more 
frequent drug screenings.   Ms. Stevens seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

 

3. WAYNE PHIFER - PSRB CASE NO. 09-09 

Findings:  Mr. Phifer was present with his attorney, Mr. Chester McLaughlin.  The 
hearing was held from 1:48 PM to 2:15 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant 
Attorneys General Ms. Galvin, Mr. Raine and Mr. Caputo.  Also present telephonically 
was Duane Wagner.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB 
approves the minutes. 
 
This hearing was held pursuant to ASH’s request for Conditional Release Plan to the 
Community. 
 
Duane Wagoner appeared telephonically. 
 
Mr. McLaughlin called his client as a witness.  He questioned his client regarding his 
mental illness, and what the signs were for decompensation.  He questioned if he was 
an addict and what his drug of choice would be.   At this point Mr. Phifer waived 
confidentiality.  Mr. McLaughlin questioned Mr. Phifer regarding his medication, 
programs he attends, and passes he receives into the community.   He further reviewed 
with Mr. Phifer the conditions of the conditional release as proposed therein.  Mr. Phifer 
further testified that it was his intention to find a job, if he were released, to participate 
in AA and other rehab groups and, if he felt himself decompensating in any way, he 
would immediately seek consultation with his treatment team/and or counselor.  
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Mr. McLaughlin made a statement on behalf of his client to the PSRB asking for approval 
of Mr. Phifer’s Conditional Release Plan to the Community. 
 
Mr. Wagner asked the board if they were familiar with Wayne’s criminal background. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Ramirez made a motion to approve Mr. Phifer’s request for Conditional 
Release Plan to the Community.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Stevens.  Dr. Clark 
and Mr. O’Connell voted nay, and the Conditional Release Plan to the Community was 
denied. 
 

4. JON WALLACE - PSRB CASE NO. 05-18 

Findings:  Mr. Wallace was present with his attorney, Ms. Nora Greer.  The hearing was 
held from 2:17 PM to 2:35 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General 
Ms. Galvin, Mr. Raine and Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official 
document until the PSRB approves the minutes. 
 
This hearing was held pursuant to ASH’s request for Conditional Release Plan to the 
Community, Modified Level 1.   
 
Motion:  Dr. Ramirez made a motion to recess into Executive Session to discuss legal 
matters.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Stevens and passed unanimously.  The Board 
recessed into Executive Session from 2:20 PM to 2:29 PM 
 
The Board returned to General Session at 2:30 PM. 
 
Ms. Greer offered testimony on behalf of Mr. Wallace, how his attitude has changed, 
and how he is more understanding of his circumstances.  She testified Mr. Wallace 
understands that if he were to go AWOL while out on community release; he most likely 
would not be allowed out again for a very long time.   
 
Mr. Wallace testified that there was no sarcasm intended in previous statements to his 
treatment team, and that he won’t abscond if he is allowed out into the community; he 
stated he is a man of his word. 
 
Dr. Dingle testified that the hospital would not have made the recommendation of the 
Modified Level 1 Conditional Release Plan to the Community if they felt that Mr. 
Wallace’s mental condition was not stable, or if he presented a danger to the 
community.  Dr. Dingle felt Mr. Wallace was a man of his word. 
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Motion:  Dr. Clark made a motion to approve Mr. Wallace’s request for Conditional 
Release Plan to the Community, Modified Level 1.  The motion was seconded by Mr. 
O’Connell, and passed unanimously.   
 

5. RICKEY RUSSELL – PSRB CASE NO. 09-05 
Findings:  Mr. Russell was present with his attorney, Mr. Joseph Stewart.   The hearing 
was held from 2:35 PM to 2:40 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys 
General Ms. Galvin, Mr. Raine and Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the 
official document until the PSRB approves the minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was continued from January 29, 2016 and held pursuant to A.R.S. 
§ 13-3994(H), to determine whether Mr. Russell no longer suffers from a mental disease 
or defect, whether the mental disease or defect, if any, is in stable remission, whether 
Mr. Russell no longer needs ongoing treatment for a mental disease or defect, and 
whether Mr. Russell is not dangerous or has a propensity to reoffend. 
 
ASH states that Mr. Russell’s mental disease is not in remission and recommends no 
release and/or passes at this time. 
 
Dr. Clark made mention that the PSRB Executive Director requested results from an 
independent evaluation. 
 
Mr. Stewart stated that they had nothing to submit to the board. 
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Dr. Clark that the conditional release be denied.  Ms. 
Stevens seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

6. JAMES OCHOA – PSRB CASE NO. 14-03 

Findings:  Mr. Ochoa was present with his attorney, Mr. John Blischak.  The hearing was 
held from 2:43 PM to 2:45 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General 
Ms. Galvin, Mr. Raine and Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official 
document until the PSRB approves the minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H), to determine whether 
Mr. Ochoa no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect, whether the mental 
disease or defect, if any, is in stable remission, whether Mr. Ochoa no longer needs 
ongoing treatment for a mental disease or defect, and whether Mr. Ochoa is not 
dangerous or has a propensity to reoffend. 
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ASH states that Mr. Ochoa’s mental disease is not in remission and recommends no 
release and/or passes at this time. 
    
Motion:  A motion was made by Mr. O’Connell that the conditional release be denied.  
Ms. Stevens seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

7. RONALD CRAIG MUELLER – PSRB CASE NO. 06-05 
Findings:  Mr. Mueller was present with his attorney, Mr. John Blischak.  The hearing 
was held from 2:45 PM to 2:51 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys 
General Ms. Galvin, Mr. Raine and Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the 
official document until the PSRB approves the minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H), to determine whether 
Mr. Mueller no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect, whether the mental 
disease or defect, if any, is in stable remission, whether Mr. Mueller no longer needs 
ongoing treatment for a mental disease or defect, and whether Mr. Mueller is not 
dangerous or has a propensity to reoffend. 
 
ASH recommends that Mr. Mueller continue with the Conditional Release Plan to the 
Community, Levels 1 and 2.  Mr. Blischak and Mr. Mueller agreed with this 
recommendation. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Clark made a motion to approve the continuation of the Conditional 
Release Plan to the Community, Levels 1 and 2.  This motion was seconded by Ms. 
Stevens, and passed unanimously. 
 

8. JAMARALL JORDON – PSRB CASE NO. 04-01 
Findings:  Mr. Jordan did not attend the hearing.  Mr. John Blischak, attorney for Mr. 
Jordon was present on his behalf.   The hearing was held from 2:52 PM to 2:54 PM.  
Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Ms. Galvin, Mr. Raine and Mr. 
Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves 
the minutes. 
 
This hearing was held pursuant to the Request for Travel submitted by Mr. John 
Blischak, Attorney, on March 17, 2016.   
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Ms. Susan Stevens to approve the Motion for Travel for 
Mr. Jordan for May 27, 2016 to May 31, 2016 to visit his mother in Dallas, Texas.  The 
motion was seconded by Mr. O’Connell and passed unanimously. 
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9. AMADO SALAS – PSRB CASE NO. 02-06 

Findings:  Mr. Salas was present with his attorney, Ms. Tammy Wray.  The hearing was 
held from 2:54 PM to 3:09 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General 
Ms. Galvin, Mr. Raine and Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official 
document until the PSRB approves the minutes. 
 
This hearing was held pursuant to ASH’s request for Conditional Release Plan to the 
Community, Levels 1-2.   
 
Motion:  Ms. Stevens made a motion to recess into Executive Session to discuss legal 
matters.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Clark and passed unanimously.  The Board 
recessed into Executive Session at 3:01 PM. 
 
The Board returned to General Session at 3:07 PM. 
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Dr. Clark that the Conditional Release Plan to the 
Community, Levels 1 and 2 be approved.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Stevens, and 
passed unanimously. 
 

10. KASSANDRA TORUGA – PSRB CASE NO. 12-06 

Findings:  Ms. Toruga was present with her attorney, Mr. Jeffrey Heinrsck.  The hearing 
was held from 3:10 PM to 3:11 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys 
General Ms. Galvin, Mr. Raine and Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the 
official document until the PSRB approves the minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H), to determine whether 
Ms. Toruga no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect, whether the mental 
disease or defect, if any, is in stable remission, whether Ms. Toruga no longer needs 
ongoing treatment for a mental disease or defect, and whether Ms. Toruga is not 
dangerous or has a propensity to reoffend. 
 
ASH states that Ms. Toruga’s mental disease is not in remission and recommends no 
release and/or passes at this time. 
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Ms. Stevens that the Conditional Release Plan to the 
Community be denied.   This motion was seconded by Mr. O’Connell and passed 
unanimously.  
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11. PAUL VELASQUEZ – PSRB CASE NO. 07-02 

Findings:  Mr. Velasquez was present with his attorney, Ms. Tammy Wray.  The hearing 
was held from 3:12 PM to 3:39 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys 
General Ms. Galvin, Mr. Raine and Mr. Caputo.  Also present was Manuel Velasquez, 
father of Paul Velasquez.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the 
PSRB approves the minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H), to determine whether 
Mr. Velasquez no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect, whether the mental 
disease or defect, if any, is in stable remission, whether Mr. Velasquez no longer needs 
ongoing treatment for a mental disease or defect, and whether Mr. Velasquez is not 
dangerous or has a propensity to reoffend. 
 
ASH recommends a Conditional Release Plan to the Community of Levels 1 and 2 for the 
next six months, advancing to Levels 3 and 4 upon successful completion of Levels 1 and 
2.  The Hospital’s Special Classification Committee only recommends Levels 1 and 2.  The 
Hospital’s CMO and CEO did not concur on either. 
 
Motion:  Ms. Stevens made a motion to recess into Executive Session to discuss legal 
matters.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Clark and passed unanimously.  The Board 
recessed into Executive Session at 3:15 PM. 
 
The board returned to General Session at 3:30 PM. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Clark made a motion to recess into Executive Session to get a legal opinion.  
The motion was seconded by Ms. Stevens and passed unanimously.  The Board recessed 
into Executive Session at 3:30 PM. 
 
The board returned to General Session at 3:37 PM. 
 
Manuel Velasquez testified on behalf of his son Paul Velasquez.  He stated he is 
supportive of his son, and feels that his son has matured for everything he had been 
through; he feels Paul is ready to get on with his life.  He further testified that he and his 
family will do all they can to assist Paul if progressed to the proposed Community 
Release Plan to the Community 
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Dr. Clark that the PSRB deny the Conditional Release 
Plan to the Community.  This motion was seconded by Ms. Stevens, and Mr. O’Connell 
agreed.  Dr. Ramirez did not agree. 
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12. CHESTER HERRON – PSRB CASE NO. 08-12 

Findings:  Mr. Herron was present with his attorney, Ms. Tammy Wray.  The hearing was 
held from 3:40 PM to 3:43 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General 
Ms. Galvin, Mr. Raine and Mr. Caputo.  Also present was Mr. Herron’s daughter, Dionne 
Washington.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB 
approves the minutes. 
 
The hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. §13-3994(J), and whether to allow the PSRB’s 
jurisdiction over Mr. Herron to expire on May 17, 2016 without further action or to 
order the Pinal County Attorney to institute Civil Commitment proceedings prior to May 
17, 2016. 
 
Ms. Tammy Wray provided testimony on behalf of her client, Mr. Herron.   She stated 
that Mr. Herron has been under the jurisdiction of the PSRB for some time and is doing 
quite well.  He had set up some goals, and made the goals, and he actively participates 
in his treatment.  Ms. Wray stated that Mr. Herron’s daughter was very supportive of 
her dad and has supported him from the beginning of his hospitalization.  Ms. Wray 
requested that Mr. Herron be released from the PSRB’s jurisdiction with no further 
commitment. 
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Dr. Clark confirming the expiration of the PSRB over Mr. 
Herron on May 17, 2016 and that no further commitment action need be taken.   This 
motion was seconded by Ms. Stevens and passed unanimously. 
 

13. TAHUM GARLAND – PSRB CASE NO. 02-04 

Findings:  Mr. Garland was present with his attorney, Ms. Tammy Wray.  The hearing 
was held from 3:44 PM to 4:03 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys 
General Ms. Galvin, Mr. Raine and Mr. Caputo.  Also present was Mr. Garland’s 
treatment team.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB 
approves the minutes. 
 
The hearing was held pursuant to the Motion to Amend Conditional Release Order, filed 
by Mr. Garland’s attorney on March 15, 2016. 
 
Ms. Tammy Wray, attorney for Tahum Garland, provided testimony for the request to 
amend Mr. Garland’s conditional release plan, and that he be allowed to reside 
independently.  Mr. Garland has lived in the same group home since his release (five 
years).  The residence has gone from 24 hours supervised group home to 16 hours 
supervised, and now it is by appointment staffing.  Mr. Garland checks in twice daily 
with his team, he does his weekly medication monitoring, is very active and involved 
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with his family, and he works maintenance at Arby’s to support himself.  Letters from 
Mr. Garland’s employer were read and given to the board for further confirmation of 
Mr. Garland’s well-being.   
 
Ms. Wray additionally advised the board that Mr. Garland has not received individual 
therapy for two years now.  His therapist and psychiatrist discontinued his therapy, as it 
was felt that Mr. Garland no longer needed same.  Ms. Wray requested that a motion 
also be approved terminating the individual therapy, as provided for in the original 
Conditional Release Plan. 
 
The clinical coordinator for the group home in which Mr. Garland currently resides, 
testified that Mr. Garland is extremely organized and responsible and does not need the 
type of supervision that is given in the current home.  
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Ms. Stevens to approve the amended Community 
Release Plan as submitted by Ms. Wray, and to officially remove the individual 
counseling sessions.   The motion was seconded by Dr. Clark and passed unanimously. 
 

14. ALFRED HARRIS BROWN – PSRB CASE NO. 14-06 

Findings:  Mr. Brown was present with his attorney, Mr. Robert Trebilcock, who 
appeared telephonically.  The hearing was held from 4:05 PM to 4:07 PM.  Present at 
the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Ms. Galvin, Mr. Raine and Mr. Caputo.  
The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves the 
minutes. 
 
ASH states that Mr. Brown’s mental disease is not in remission and recommends no 
release and/or passes at this time. 
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Ms. Stevens that the Conditional Release Plan to the 
Community be denied.   This motion was seconded by Mr. O’Connell and passed 
unanimously 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 4:07 PM. 
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