
 
 
 
 
 

STATE OF ARIZONA  
PSYCHIATRIC SECURITY REVIEW BOARD 

MINUTES OF SPECIAL SESSION 
MARCH 16, 2016 

Arizona State Hospital – Forensic Wildflower Building 
2500 East Van Buren Street, Phoenix, AZ  85008 

Members Present: 
Carol Olson, MD, Chair 
James Clark, MD 
Paul O’Connell 
Julio Ramirez, Ph.D. 
 
Members Absent (Excused): 
Susan Stevens, ESQ 
 
Assistant Attorneys General Present: 
Thomas Raine, Esq. for the Psychiatric Security Review Board 
Lou Caputo, Esq. for the Arizona State Hospital 
 
Staff Present: 
Paula Schultz, Acting Executive Director 
 
Visitors Present: 
John Blischak, Esq., Attorney for Mr. Vahnmiddlestate 
Charles VahnMiddlestate 
Steven Dingle, MD, CMO, ASH 
Dr. Lynn Lydon, ASH 
Cammie Hanratty, ASH 
  



I.  CALL TO ORDER 
 

Dr. Olson called the meeting to order at 3:10 PM.  Dr. Olson deferred the Executive Session Confidentiality 
Statement until it was needed.  She then swore in the individuals who would be testifying during the 
meeting. 
 

II.  STATUTORY HEARINGS 
 

 1. CHARLES VAHNMIDDLESTATE – PSRB CASE NO. 00-17 

  
Findings:  Mr. Vahnmiddlestate was present with his attorney, Mr. John Blischak.  The hearing was 
held from 3:10 PM to 3:45 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Mr. 
Raine and Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB 
approves the minutes.11 
 
This hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. §13-3994(M). (ASH requesting hearing on amendment  
regarding Conditional Release to the Community).  
 
Dr. Lydon provided testimony on behalf of ASH and the Special Classification Committee. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Olson made a motion to recess into Executive Session to discuss legal matters.  The 
motion was seconded by Dr. Clark and passed unanimously.  The Board recessed into Executive 
Session from 3:20 PM to 3:30 PM. 
 
The Board returned to Special Session at 3:30 PM. 
 
Dr. Lydon provided further testimony on behalf of ASH. 
 
Dr. Dingle provided testimony on behalf of the CMO and CEO that they were not in agreement 
with the Special Classification Committee’s recommendation to release Mr. Vahnmiddlestate back 
into the community at this time. 
 
Mr. Blischak provided testimony on behalf of his client, Mr. Vahnmiddlestate,  that Mr. 
Vahnmiddlestate was agreeable to the Board’s recommendation. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Clark made a motion that there was a finding of sufficient evidence to support 
ordering Mr. Vahnmiddlestate’s return to ASH.   Mr. O’Connell seconded the motion, and the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Clark made a motion that Mr. Vahnmiddlestate’s Conditional Release Plan to the 
Community be revoked at this time because, at present, he is not in a stable condition and poses 
a potential risk to the community.    While living in the community, pursuant to the CR Plan, Mr. 
Vahnmiddlestate’s medications were decreased and he became in a decompensated state.  Mr. 

 
 



Vahnmiddlestate was ordered returned to ASH for evaluation.  It was learned at that time that 
some of his medication had been withdrawn.  Mr. Vahnmiddlestate was re-evaluated and 
medications adjusted appropriately.  It was felt that Mr. Vahmiddlestate would benefit in his 
overall health and being by remaining at ASH.   Dr. Olson seconded the motion and Mr. O’Connell 
agreed.  Dr. Ramirez was not in agreement. 

 

 
IV.  OTHER BUSINESS 

 

V.  ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:45 PM. 

  

 
 


