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I. CALL TO ORDER 
Carol Olson called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m., read the Executive Session Confidentiality 
Statement and swore in any individuals who anticipated testifying during the meeting. 
 

II. STATUTORY HEARINGS 
A. Christopher Martell – PSRB No. 14-05 

Christopher Martell was not present. Denise Dumond noted that Hospital staff informed her 
that Mr. Martell would not be appearing. Kennedy Klagge, Mr. Martell’s attorney was not 
present; therefore, Dr. Olson deferred action on this matter until she arrived.  
 

B. Erick Monjaras – PSRB Case No. 01-02 
Erick Monjaras was present with his attorney, Robert Trebilcock.  The statutory hearing was 
held from 1:08 p.m. to 1:09 p.m. pursuant to Arizona Revised Statute §13-3994(J). The 
Board’s jurisdiction over Mr. Monjaras will expire on March 27, 2016 and the outpatient 
treatment team is recommending release without a civil commitment. Neither the Board 
members nor the State Hospital had any additional comments.  
 
After discussion, a motion was made by James Clark, seconded by Paul O’Connell and 
passed 4 – 0 to allow the PSRB’s jurisdiction over Erick Monjaras expire without ordering 
the Cochise County Attorney to initiate civil commitment proceedings and that he allowed to 
be released pursuant to the GEI commitment order.  
 
Julio Ramirez was not present and did not vote.  
 

C. Jon Morris Wallace – PSRB Case No. 05-18 
Jon Morris Wallace was present with his attorney, Nora Greer. This hearing was held from 
1:10 p.m. to 1:17 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3664(H). The Hospital is recommending 
conditional release to the Hospital with a modified version of levels one and two. Dr. Olson 
noted that the conditional release plan was not in the packet and requested a verbal 
description. Hospital staff shared that the conditional release plan entails one outing a month, 
with a supervision ratio of two patients to one staff member.  
 
Dr. Clark noted the PSRB report refers to a risk assessment dated December 31, 2015 that 
does not appear in the Board packet and suggested deferring this matter to next month until it 
can be reviewed. Ms. Greer shared she would like to review the risk assessment although it 
would likely not change her client’s position. Dr. Olson noted that the PSRB report indicates 
that there are still symptoms present, and the risk assessment would be helpful.  
A motion was made by Dr. Olson to defer this matter to the March meeting so the risk 
assessment can be considered.  
 
Louis Caputo shared that there had been some intermittent server issues that may have 
affected the transmission of the risk assessment.  
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Dr. Olson called for a vote and the motion passed 4 – 0.  
 
Julio Ramirez was not present and did not vote.  
 

D. Louis Hurtado Tapia – PSRB Case No. 10-11 
Louis Hurtado Tapia was present with his attorney, Nora Greer. This hearing was held from 
1:18 p.m. to 1:20 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. §13-3994(H). The State Hospital is recommending 
a modification of Mr. Tapia’s conditional release plan to levels five and six with includes 
self-supervised passes off the Hospital grounds.  
 
Laxman Patel, Mr. Tapia’s treating provider, noted that since writing the report, the patient’s 
medication has been adjusted to a long-acting injectable. Dr. Clark commented that he found 
the enumerated risk factors in Dr. Patel’s report very helpful. Jeff Storizault gave testimony 
on Mr. Tapia’s behalf noting a positive progression in recovery.  
 
A motion was made by Susan Stevens, seconded by James Clark and passed unanimously to 
approve Louis Tapia for  conditional release to Arizona State Hospital, levels five and six, 
and adopt the conditional release transitional treatment plan, based on the evidence presented 
by the Arizona State Hospital’s treatment team, that Mr. Tapia’s  mental disease or defect is 
in stable remission and he is not dangerous if he remains a resident of the State Hospital and 
is compliant with the terms of his conditional release and the transitional treatment plan 
presented today. 
 

E. Charles Edward Smith, Jr. – PSRB Case No. 08-05 
Charles Edward Smith was present with his attorney, Tammy Wray. This hearing was held 
from 1:21 p.m. to 1:39 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. §13-3994(H). The State Hospital is 
recommending conditional release to the community. Louis Caputo had no additional 
comments for the Hospital.  
 
A motion was made by James Clark, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed unanimously to 
recess into executive session at 1:23 p.m. to discuss confidential information pursuant to 
A.R.S. §38-431.03(A)(2).  
 
After consideration in executive session, the Board reconvened in general session at 1:38 
p.m. 
 
Ida Nolan, Mr. Smith’s mother, was sworn in and gave testimony on behalf of her son and 
showed her appreciation for the treatment team.  
 
A motion was made by Paul O’Connell, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed unanimously 
to approve Louis Tapia for conditional release to the community, and adopt the conditional 
release treatment plan, based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s 
Treatment Team, that Mr. Smith’s mental disease or defect is in stable remission and he is not 
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dangerous if he resides in the dwelling specified in the conditional release treatment plan and 
remains compliant with the terms of his conditional release and the conditional treatment plan 
presented today. 
 

F. Justin Strang – PSRB Case No. 08-01 
Justin Strang was present with his attorney, Tammy Wray. This hearing was held from 1:40 p.m. to 
1:42 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. §13-3994(H). The State Hospital is recommending conditional 
release to the Hospital, levels three and four.  
 
Tammy Wray commented that Mr. Strang is in agreement with the conditional release plan 
and is looking forward to the progression.  
 
A motion was made by Julio Ramirez, seconded by Susan Stevens and passed unanimously to  
approve Justin Strang for  conditional release to Arizona State Hospital, levels three and four, 
and adopt the conditional release transitional treatment plan, based on the evidence presented 
by the Arizona State Hospital’s treatment team, that Mr. Strang’s  mental disease or defect is 
in stable remission and he is not dangerous id he remains a resident of the State Hospital and 
is compliant with the terms of his conditional release and the transitional treatment plan 
presented today. 
 

G. Leon Milton Canty – PSRB Case No. 11-14 
Justin Strang was present with his attorney, Tammy Wray. This hearing was held from 1:43 
p.m. to 1:54 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. §13-3994(H). The State Hospital is recommending 
conditional release to the Hospital, levels five and six. 
 
Tammy Wray commented that Mr. Strang wished to address the Board prior to a vote. David 
Galaviz from Hope Lives gave testimony on behalf of Mr. Canty in which he detailed Mr. 
Canty’s participation and progression in recovery. Ms. Wray commended Mr. Canty for 
attaining his Associates Degree during his time at the Hospital, and how his success has 
inspired other patients to do the same. Mr. Canty shared with the Board his success in 
developing a new therapy group within the Hospital that addresses potential violence society 
faces today. Dr. Clark and Steven Dingle discussed details of the conditional release plan.  
 
A motion was made by Susan Stevens, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed unanimously to  
approve Leon Milton Canty for  conditional release to Arizona State Hospital, levels three 
and four, and adopt the conditional release transitional treatment plan, based on the evidence 
presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s treatment team, that Mr. Canty’s  mental disease or 
defect is in stable remission and he is not dangerous id he remains a resident of the State 
Hospital and is compliant with the terms of his conditional release and the transitional 
treatment plan presented today. 
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H. Benjamin Piette – PSRB Case No. 14-04 
Benjamin Piette was not present due to illness. John Blischak, Mr. Piette’s attorney was 
present and waived his client’s presence. This statutory hearing was held from 1:55 p.m. to 
1:56 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. §13-3994(H). Carol Olson noted that the PSRB report indicates 
that Mr. Piette does not meet the terms for conditional release at this time.  
 
A motion was madr by James Clark, seconded by Susan Stevens and passed unanimously to 
deny conditional release for Benjamin Piette based on the evidence presented by the Arizona 
State Hospital’s treatment team, that Mr. Piette did not prove by clear and convincing 
evidence that he no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect and he is no longer 
dangerous.  Benjamin Piette shall remain committed in the Arizona State Hospital. 
 

I. Johnny Adrian Abarca – PSRB Case No. 14-09 
Johnny Abarca was present with his attorney, John W. Blischak. This hearing was held from 
1:56 p.m. to 2:01 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. §13-3994(J). The Board’s jurisdiction over Mr. 
Abarca is set to expire on March 18, 2016. The State Hospital is recommending that Mr. 
Abarca be evaluated for civil commitment upon his release.  
 
Mr. Abarca’s mother, Martha Sotelo, was conferenced into the hearing by telephone.  
 
The State Hospital and Mr. Blischak had no additional comments. Ms. Sotelo shared that she 
and her family wish to express their desire for Mr. Abarca to return home.  
 
A motion as made by Susan Stevens, seconded by James Clark and passed unanimously to 
order the Pima County Attorney to initiate civil commitment proceedings for Johnny Abarca 
pending the expiration of the PSRB’s jurisdiction based on the evidence presented and that 
the Arizona State Hospital’s treatment team be allowed to conditionally release Mr. Abarca to 
the custody of an appropriate law-enforcement agency for transportation up to five days prior 
to the PSRB’s jurisdiction expiration date. 
 
Dr. Olson explained that Mr. Abarca would be going to a facility in Pima County in order to 
be further evaluated for involuntary treatment.  

 
J. Robert Bible – PSRB Case No. 13-07 

Robert Bible was present with his attorney, John W. Blischak. This hearing was held from 
2:02 p.m. to 2:07 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. §13-3994(H). The State Hospital is recommending 
conditional release to the Hospital, level one and two.  
 
A motion was made by James Clark, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed unanimously to 
recess into executive session at 2:04 p.m. to discuss confidential information pursuant to 
A.R.S. §38-431.03(A)(2).  
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After consideration in executive session, the Board reconvened in general session at 2:06 
p.m.  
 
Dr. Olson noted that Board members also received a letter from Mr. Bible requesting to be 
released from the Hospital to outpatient treatment.  
 
A motion was made by Julio Ramirez, seconded by Paul O’Connell and passed 4 – 1 to 
approve Robert Bible for  conditional release to Arizona State Hospital, levels one and two, 
and adopt the conditional release transitional treatment plan, based on the evidence presented 
by the Arizona State Hospital’s treatment team, that Mr. Bible’s  mental disease or defect is 
in stable remission and he is not dangerous if he remains a resident of the State Hospital and 
is compliant with the terms of his conditional release and the transitional treatment plan 
presented today. 
 
James Clark opposed the motion citing Mr. Bible’s lack of insight into the crime.  
 

K. Michael McGuffin – PSRB Case No. 03-06 
Michael McGuffin was present with his attorney, John W. Blischak. This hearing was held 
from 2:08 p.m. to 2:24 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. §13-3994(H). The State Hospital is 
recommending conditional release to the Hospital, level three. The treatment team submitted 
a conditional release plan that includes eight-hour off-grounds passes with his sister.  
 
A motion was made by James Clark, seconded by Susan Stevens and passed unanimously to 
recess into executive session at 2:10 p.m. to obtain legal advice pursuant to A.R.S. §38-
431.03(A)(3).  
 
After consideration in executive session, the Board reconvened in general session at 2:16 
p.m. 
 
Mr. Blischak commented that Mr. McGuffin’s sister, LaVonne McGuffin-Canez, was present 
and wished to address the Board. Ms. McGuffin-Canez shared that she was available to the 
Board for any questions they may have with regard to the off-grounds passes.  
 
Dr. Clark noted that the Board’s main concern public safety and protection when making any 
decision. Dr. Olson agreed with Dr. Clark’s comment and added that it is rare to have a 
person come before the Board who committed murder while on conditional release. Dr. Olson 
noted that Mr. McGuffin was not on any medication at the time of the index offense and he 
has not exhibited any violent behavior since 2008 which is a significant period of time. Dr. 
Olson also bears in mind that the PSRB’s jurisdiction over Mr. McGuffin will expire in three 
years and, to the extent that it would be helpful to know how Mr. McGuffin handle going into 
the community, the statue implies that if the patient is in  stable remission then it would be 
appropriate for the Board to order conditional release. Discussion ensued amongst Board 
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members and Hospital staff around Mr. McGuffin’s participation in conditional release, the 
proposed plan and the Ms. McGuffin-Canez’s involvement in her brother’s treatment.  
 
A motion was made by Julio Ramirez, seconded by Carol Olson to approve Michael 
McGuffin for  conditional release to Arizona State Hospital, level 3, and adopt the 
conditional release transitional treatment plan, based on the evidence presented by the 
Arizona State Hospital’s treatment team, that Mr. McGuffin’s  mental disease or defect is in 
stable remission and he is not dangerous if he remains a resident of the State Hospital and is 
compliant with the terms of his conditional release and the transitional treatment plan 
presented today. The motion failed 2 – 3.  
 
James Clark, Susan Stevens and Paul O’Connell opposed the motion.  
 

L. Sariya Iman Okoye – PSRB Case No. 13-13 
Sariya Iman Okoye was present with her attorney, John W. Blischak. The hearing was held 
from 2:25 p.m. to 2:28 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. §13-3994(H). The State Hospital is 
recommending conditional release to the community.  
 
Rosemary Sierra, Ms. Okoye’s mother, was present and shared that she was available to 
answer any questions the Board may have. Mr. Blischak commented that Ms. Okoye will be 
living and working with her mother, and he has met with his client several times and she is an 
excellent patient. Board members and Hospital staff discussed the frequency of outpatient 
therapy Ms. Okoye would be receiving if the recommendation was approved.  
 
A motion was made by Paul O’Connell, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed unanimously 
to for conditional release to the community, and adopt the conditional release treatment plan, 
based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment Team, that Sariya 
Okoye’s mental disease or defect is in stable remission and she is not dangerous if she) 
resides in the dwelling specified in the conditional release treatment plan and remains 
compliant with the terms of her conditional release and the conditional treatment plan 
presented today. 
 
Ms. Okoye shared that she believes the Board has always been professional and reasonable 
and extended her thanks.  
 

A. Christopher Martell – PSRB Case No. 14-05 
Christopher Martell was not present and Kennedy Klagge waived her client’s presence. This 
hearing was held from 2:29 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. §13-3994(H). There were no 
recommendations at this time.  
 
A motion was made by James Clark, seconded by Susan Stevens an passed unanimously to 
deny conditional release for Christopher Martell based on the evidence presented by the 
Arizona State Hospital’s treatment team, that Mr. Martell did not prove by clear and 
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convincing evidence that he no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect and (he/she) is 
no longer dangerous.  Christopher Martell shall remain committed in the Arizona State 
Hospital. 

 

III. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action Related to Civil Commitments to the Hospital 

Following an Expiration of the Board’s Jurisdiction: 
James Clark asked the State Hospital whether or not the Hospital is able to undertake civil 
commitments upon expiration of the Board’s jurisdiction over an individual, verses returning 
the individual to the county in which the index crime took place. Louis Caputo commented 
that it may be possible; however statute indicates that the board order’s a county to initiate 
civil commitment proceedings. Discussion ensued among Board members. No action was 
taken.  

 

IV. OTHER BUSINESS 
A. Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action Regarding Board Member Officer Elections: 

Jeanne Galvin shared that elections of officers should occur annually. Dr. Olson commented 
that it may be best to wait until the Governor’s office can appoint a Psychologist. Julio 
Ramirez commented that he did re-apply to the Governor’s office for reappointment and has 
not been contacted. Board members and Ms. Galvin discussed the timing of the legislative 
session and chose to defer this matter to April.  
 

B. Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action related to the January 29, 2016 General 
Session and Open Session Minutes:  
A motion was made by Julio Ramirez, seconded by James Clark and passed unanimously to 
approve the January 29, 2016, Session and Executive Session minutes, as written.  
 

C. Future Agenda Items: 
Carol Olson shared that a return hearing will be scheduled for an individual who may no 
longer be appropriate for conditional release to the community.  
 

D. Executive Director, Denise Dumond: 
Dr. Olson expressed the Board’s gratitude for Ms. Dumond’s hard work and dedication and 
presented a gift to her on the Board’s behalf.  
 

E. Discussion and Consideration Regarding Hiring for the Executive Director:  
Steven Dingle asked the Board if there was a Board member who would be willing to 
participate in interviewing candidates. Both Dr. Olson and Dr. Clark volunteered.  

 

V. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:41 p.m.  

 
 


