
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STATE OF ARIZONA  
PSYCHIATRIC SECURITY REVIEW BOARD 

GENERAL SESSION MINUTES 
August 26, 2016 
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Guests Present and/or Participating: 
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Janine D’Haven, Cenpatico 
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Jennifer Johnson   📞📞 
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John Lewis 
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Michelle Welles, ASH 
Nicole Dorch, ASH 
Nick Christiansen 
Nora Greer, Esq., Attorney 
Rafaela Perez 
Raul Placencio 
Rebecca Bogumill, ASH 
Ronnisha Moore, ASH 
Rosemary Sierrras 
Roy Bayless, ASH 

Ryan Hoffmeyer, ASH 
Sariya Okoye 
Scott Norman, ASH 
Stefanie Jones-Campbell, Esq., Pinal County 

Public Defender 
Tammy Wray, Esq., Maricopa County 

Public Defender 
Terry Ware  📞📞 
Timothy J. Eckstein, Esq., Attorney 

 
📞📞 Participated Telephonically 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

Carol Olson called the meeting to order at 1:01 p.m., read the Executive Session 
Confidentiality Statement and swore in individuals who anticipated testifying. 

 
STATUTORY HEARINGS 

Steven Richard Licon – PSRB No. 10-06 
Steven Richard Licon was present with his attorney, Nora Greer.  The statutory hearing was 
held from 1:03 p.m. to 1:06 p.m. pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 13-
3994(F)(3).  The Arizona State Hospital (ASH) recommended that Mr. Licon be transferred 
to the Arizona Department of Corrections (ADOC).  
 
Nora Greer requested that the hearing be continued to October because the independent 
evaluation is still pending and is expected to be completed around the end of September; the 
Hospital had no objection.  
 
A motion was made by Carol Olson, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed unanimously to 
continue the hearing to October.   
 
Sariya Iman Okoye – PSRB No. 13-13 
Sariya Iman Okoye was present with her attorney, John W. Blischak.  The statutory hearing 
was held from 1:07 p.m. to 1:19 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(F)(2).  Ms. Okoye 
requested unconditional release.  
 
Ms. Okoye has been on conditional release since March, 2016.  John W. Blischak stated that 
Ms. Okoye is doing well in the community and has several letters of support from Ms. 
Okoye’s employer.  He further explained that Ms. Okoye wishes to be released 
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unconditionally so she can work full-time.  Discussion ensued about the terms of the current 
conditional release plan.   
 
Rosemary Sierras, Ms. Okoye’s mother, was present and testified on behalf of Ms. Okoye.  
She shared that Ms. Okoye is fully compliant with all terms of her conditional release.  Mr. 
Blischak questioned Ms. Sierras and Ms. Okoye about the terms of conditional release and 
the restrictions it places on Ms. Okoye’s independence.  Mr. Blischak and Ms. Okoye 
discussed several aspects of Ms. Okoye’s recovery.   
 
Dr. Olson and Thomas Raine discussed A.R.S. § 13-3994(F)(2).  Dr. Olson stated that, as 
reported by Dr. Mittleman’s report and Ms. Okoye’s testimony, Ms. Okoye still suffers from 
a mental disease or defect, although it is in stable remission.  Therefore, Ms. Okoye does not 
meet the legal criteria for unconditional release. 
 
After discussion, a motion was made by Susan Stevens, seconded by Paul O’Connell and 
passed unanimously to deny the request for unconditional release because Ms. Okoye does 
not meet the statutory requirement.  
 
Olivia Irene Lawson – PSRB No. 13-11 
Olivia Irene Lawson was present with her attorney, John W. Blischak.  The statutory hearing 
was held from 1:20 p.m. to 1:22 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).  There was no 
recommendation at that time.  
 
Mr. Blischak shared that his client wishes to open a bank account in anticipation expiration 
of the Board’s jurisdiction, and wanted to do so without physical restraints.  Dr. Olson 
directed Mr. Blischak to Ms. Lawson’s treatment team for such an inquiry.  
 
A motion was made by James Clark, seconded by Susan Stevens and passed unanimously 
that the PSRB deny conditional release for Olivia Irene Lawson based on the evidence 
presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s treatment team, that Ms. Lawson did not prove by 
clear and convincing evidence that she no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect and 
she is no longer dangerous.  Ms. Lawson shall remain committed in the Arizona State 
Hospital. 

 
Aaron Jason Wallace – PSRB No. 11-07 
Aaron Jason Wallace was present with his attorney, John W. Blischak.  The statutory hearing 
was held from 1:23 p.m. to 1:37 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).  There was no 
recommendation at that time.  
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Dr. Clark and Mr. Rudd discussed briefly that Mr. Wallace was previously on conditional 
release and his privileges were removed by Hospital staff.  Board members and Steven 
Dingle participated in a procedural discussion as to how, in the future, the Hospital will bring 
similar issues to the Board.  Due to the way this matter appears on the agenda, it would be 
most appropriate for the Board to consider revocation of conditional release next month.   
 
A motion was made by James Clark, seconded by Susan Stevens and passed unanimously to 
recess into executive session at 1:28 p.m. to discuss confidential information pursuant to 
A.R.S. §  38-431.03(A)(2). 
 
After consideration in executive session, the Board reconvened in general session at 1:34 
p.m.  
 
In general session and after discussion, a motion was made by Paul O’Connell, seconded by 
Julio Ramirez and passed unanimously to deny conditional release for Aaron Wallace based 
on the evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s treatment team, that Mr. Wallace 
did not prove by clear and convincing evidence that he no longer suffers from a mental 
disease or defect and he is no longer dangerous.  Aaron Wallace shall remain committed in 
the Arizona State Hospital.  
 
After the motion, Mr. Wallace asked when he would attain levels of conditional release and 
Dr. Olson informed him that it was up to him and his treatment team.   
 
Board members and attorneys general discussed whether to reset Mr. Wallace’s matter next 
month for the Board to consider revocation of previously granted conditional release.  Mr. 
Rudd opined that, in his interpretation, Mr. Wallace is arguably still on conditional release 
even though he it was just denied.  Mr. Raine agreed and the matter was reset to consider 
revocation. Dr. Dingle commented that, moving forward, Hospital staff will notify the 
Board’s executive director when a patient has lost conditional release privileges, so the 
matter can be agendized for the Board’s consideration.  

 
Tina Renee Beerens – PSRB No. 12-14 
Tina Renee Beerens was present with her attorney, John W. Blischak.  The statutory hearing 
was held from 1:38 p.m. to 1:46 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).  There was no 
recommendation at that time. 
 
Mr. Blischak stated that he and his client have discussed the report.  
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Jennifer Johnson was teleconferenced in to the hearing and gave testimony regarding the 
medical, emotional and financial impacts of the crime on her family.   
 
A motion was made by Susan Stevens, seconded by Paul O’Connell and passed unanimously 
to deny conditional release for Tina Beerens based on the evidence presented by the Arizona 
State Hospital’s treatment team, that Ms. Beerens did not prove by clear and convincing 
evidence that she no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect and that she is no longer 
dangerous.  Tina Beerens shall remain committed in the Arizona State Hospital. 
 
Raul Armando Placencio – PSRB No. 12-15 
Raul Armando Placencio was present with his attorney, Stefanie Jones-Campbell.  The 
statutory hearing was held from 1:47 p.m. to 1:57 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).  
The outpatient treatment team recommended modification to his conditional release plan. 
 
Stefanie Jones-Campbell began by stating that Mr. Placencio is currently in a residence that 
is monitored 24 hours a day.  Mr. Placencio was conditionally released to the community in 
April of this year; he is doing well and is very high-functioning.  The treatment team feels 
that the best step-down in supervision for Mr. Placencio would be to live with his mother, 
who works in behavioral heath and is familiar with the conditions of release.  Ms. Jones-
Campbell shared that if the Board wished to move Mr. Placencio to another facility, there are 
challenges.  Janine D’Haven, from Cenpatico, was present to address those challenges.  
 
Ms. D’Haven shared that Cenpatico currently does not have housing available in the 
Maricopa County area; the current placement was contracted through a single case 
agreement.  Cenpatico is currently looking in both Pinal and Maricopa Counties for 
independent or semi-independent living facilities.  
 
After discussion, a motion was made by Carol Olson, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed 
unanimously to approve the request to amend the conditional release plan so that Mr. 
Placencio can live with his mother.  

 
Kory Damon – PSRB No. 09-15 
Kory Damon was present with his attorney, Tammy Wray.  The statutory hearing was held 
from 1:58 p.m. to 2:02 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).  There was no 
recommendation at that time.  
 
Dr. Olson said that Mr. Damon had lost conditional release privileges due to non-compliance 
with the terms.    
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A motion was made by Carol Olson, seconded by Susan Stevens and passed unanimously to 
deny conditional release for Kory Damon based on the evidence that Mr. Damon did not 
prove by clear and convincing evidence that the mental disease or defect is in stable 
remission and that he is no longer dangerous.  
 
This matter was set for September to consider revocation.  
  
Amado Salas – PSRB No. 09-15 
Amado Salas was present with his attorney, Tammy Wray.  The statutory hearing was held 
from 2:03 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).  The Hospital recommended 
conditional release to the community.  
 
Dr. Olson verified with Hospital staff that the recommendation is conditional release to the 
community and that the treatment team and Hospital administration is in agreement.  
 
A motion was made by James Clark, seconded by Susan Stevens and passed unanimously to 
and passed unanimously to recess into executive session at 2:04 p.m. to discuss confidential 
information pursuant to A.R.S. §  38-431.03(A)(2). 
 
After consideration in executive session, the Board reconvened in general session at 2:19 
p.m.  
 
In general session, Gabriela Salas, Mr. Salas’s sister, was present and wished to address the 
Board on behalf of the Salas family.  She described an involved and supportive system that 
Mr. Salas has in place.  
 
Ms. Wray argued that, yes, this recommendation atypically involves foregoing phases two 
and three of conditional release, but Mr. Salas is not a typical patient and described in detail 
Mr. Salas’s history with the Board since his first admission in 2002, citing extended periods 
of stable remission.  She also pointed out that when he was returned to the Hospital, it was 
due to a rule violation and not decompensation.   
 
Dr. Dingle discussed the reasons the Hospital is recommending Ms. Salas be released at this 
time and stated that Ms. Salas has already attained stability and the skills to be successful in 
the community.  
 
A motion was made by Julio Ramirez, seconded by Paul O’Connell and passed 4 – 1 to 
approve Amado Salas for conditional release to the community, and adopt the conditional 
release treatment plan, based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s 
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Treatment Team, that Mr. Salas’s mental disease or defect is in stable remission and he is not 
dangerous if he resides in the dwelling specified in the conditional release treatment plan and 
remains compliant with the terms of his conditional release and the conditional treatment 
plan presented today. 
 
James Clark opposed the motion citing that he believes one should go through all phases of 
conditional release to the Hospital prior to release to the community. 
 
John Michael Lewis, Jr. – PSRB No. 08-04 
John Michael Lewis, Jr. was present with his attorney, Timothy J. Eckstein.  The statutory 
hearing was held from 2:31 p.m. to 2:41 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).  The 
outpatient treatment team recommended a gradual step-down in medication monitoring.  
 
A motion was made by Carol Olson, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed unanimously to 
and passed unanimously to recess into executive session at 2:32 p.m. to discuss confidential 
information pursuant to A.R.S. §  38-431.03(A)(2). 
 
After consideration in executive session, the Board reconvened in general session at 2:39 
p.m.  
 
In general session, Timothy Eckstein observed that Mr. Lewis was subject to an amended 
order of conditional release two years ago and has been fully compliant, employed and has 
had no issues with compliance whatsoever.   
 
A motion was made by James Clark, seconded by Susan Stevens and passed unanimously to 
approve Mr. Lewis for a step-down in medication from daily to three times per week, 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, with the understanding that the ACT Team will continue to 
follow him; and that the treatment team must return to the Board with any further requests to 
step-down again.  

 
Walter Gray McCarthy – PSRB No. 10-13 
Walter Gray McCarthy was present with his attorney, Tammy Wray.  The statutory hearing 
was held from 2:43 p.m. to 3:25 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).  The Hospital 
recommended conditional release to the Hospital, levels one and two.  
 
Laurinda Cumming was present and wished to address the Board.  Dr. Olson reminded Ms. 
Cumming that she is testifying as a victim, not as a medical professional, and requested that 
she limit her testimony as such.  Ms. Cumming gave extensive testimony regarding the 
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devastation the crime has caused to her life.  She testified as to Mr. McCarthy’s history of 
lies, manipulation and lack of regret and implored the Board to deny conditional release.   
 
Juli Warzynski commented on the State’s opposition to conditional release and reminded the 
Board that public safety and protection are primary.  Ms. Warzynski described in detail Mr. 
McCarthy’s various diagnoses through the years and history of appearances before the 
PSRB.  
 
Nick Christiansen testified on behalf Mr. McCarthy in favor of conditional release and stated 
that he finds Mr. McCarthy worthy, honest and sincere is willing to assist Mr. McCarthy in 
his recovery.   
 
Ms. Wray noted a repeated theme in all the reports is that he is in stable remission and is at 
low risk for dangerousness if his sobriety is maintained and his medical condition is 
managed.  She cited several evaluations and reports that estimate Mr. McCarthy free of 
psychiatric symptoms and at low-risk for violence or re-offense.  Mr. McCarthy’s therapy 
has addressed many risk factors in depth.   
 
A motion was made by James Clark, seconded by Susan Stevens and passed unanimously to 
and passed unanimously to recess into executive session at 3:12 p.m. to obtain legal advice 
pursuant to A.R.S. §  38-431.03(A)(3). 
 
After consideration in executive session, the Board reconvened in general session at 3:20 
p.m.  
 
In general session, a motion was made by Susan Stevens, seconded by James Clark and 
passed 3 – 2 to deny conditional release for Walter Gray McCarthy based on the evidence 
presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s treatment team, that Mr. McCarthy did not prove 
by clear and convincing evidence that he no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect 
that he is no longer dangerous.  Walter McCarthy shall remain committed in the Arizona 
State Hospital. 
 
Carol Olson and Julio Ramirez opposed the motion.  
 
Ms. Wray shared that, under A.R.S. § 41-1092.07(F)(7), a final administrative decision shall 
include findings of fact and conclusions of law, and requested a reviewable final decision.  
Mr. Raine advised that he is not sure that statute applies; however, if it does the Board 
members who voted in favor of that motion can work together on approving statement as to 
what was the basis for the vote.  Ms. Wray requested guidance as to what the Board would 
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like to see addressed or what the concerns are.  Dr. Clark cited the following as the reasons 
for his decision: 
 

1. An MMPI-2 from 2014 reported a finding of “a rather unsophisticated pattern of 
faking good”;  

2. Widely varying diagnostic assessments overtime by multiple evaluators and treatment 
teams including the Special Classification Committee (SCC);  

3. Concern that his stability is dependent on residing in a secured forensic setting, where 
he is closely monitored.  This was mentioned in Dr. Seward’s report on page 46.  Dr. 
Seward noted that if there were to be a change in privilege level that there would need 
to be a re-evaluation;  

4. Comments in a couple of reports about “agenda-driven presentations by Mr. 
McCarthy” to ensure that he is diagnosed Bipolar so as not to be transferred to prison.  
Page 21 of Dr. Seward’s report refers to a nursing note to that effect;  

5. Mindfulness of his entire criminal history, as well as a propensity to reoffend and a 
need for public safety and protection.  

6. Additionally, there have been elopements of people on off-grounds passes resulting in 
adverse consequences and there has never been a presentation by Hospital Staff to the 
Board regarding changes in monitoring patients on off-grounds passes.  

 
Susan Stevens and Paul O’Connell concurred with Dr. Clark’s assessment.  
 
Colt Baneau White – PSRB No. 12-15 
Colt Baneau White was present with his attorney, Kennedy Klagge, who appeared 
telephonically.  The statutory hearing was held from 3:26 p.m. to 3:28 p.m. pursuant to 
A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).  There was no recommendation at that time.  
 
Kennedy Klagge was teleconferenced into the hearing and Dr. Olson pointed out that on page 
two of Dr. Chavez’s report there are contradictory statements, however, Dr. Olson didn’t feel 
that particular comment would have any influence on her decision today since there is other 
ample evidence in the report as to whether or not Mr. White is on stable remission.  
 
A motion was made by Susan Stevens, seconded by James Clark and passed unanimously to 
deny conditional release for Colt White based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State 
Hospital’s treatment team, that Mr. White did not prove by clear and convincing evidence 
that he no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect that he is no longer dangerous.  Colt 
White shall remain committed in the Arizona State Hospital. 
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Discussion And Possible Action Related to an Update from the Board Chairperson 
Regarding Her Meeting at the Governor’s Office 

Dr. Olson shared the Arizona Department of Health Services (DHS) is no longer the 
supervising body of the Regional Behavior Health Authorities (RBHA) which provide the 
care specified in the conditional release plans to persons who are conditionally released into 
the community.  That supervision has changed to the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment 
System (AHCCCS).  The State Hospital, in recent years, has had employed a person in a role 
of monitoring people on conditional release to ensure people are thriving in the community.  
Because of this change, ASH administration believes this role is no longer appropriate, and 
Dr. Olson has concerns whether or not the RBHAs are capable of filling the role, based on 
her on her observations of how the behavioral health system currently functions.  Dr. Olson 
expressed these concerns during her meeting at the Governor’s office, and has a meeting 
scheduled with the Director of AHCCCS in the coming week.   
 

DISCUSSION, AMENDMENT AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
General and Executive Session Minutes from the April 29, 2016, meeting.  
After discussion, a motion was made by Carol Olson, seconded by Susan Stevens and passed 
4 – 1 to recess into executive session at 3:34 p.m. to obtain legal advice pursuant to A.R.S. §  
38-431.03(A)(3). 
 
Julio Ramirez opposed the motion.  
 
After consideration in executive session, the Board reconvened in general session at 3:35 
p.m. 
 
After discussion, a motion was made by Carol Olson, seconded by James Clark and passed 3 
– 0 to approve the general and executive session minutes from the April 29, 2016, meeting 
with the exception of paragraph two in page one of the executive session minutes, with the 
understanding Mr. Raine will revise this portion based on his legal advice.  
 
Paul O’Connell and Susan Stevens recused themselves from the vote.  
 
General and Executive Session Minutes from the July 29, 2016, meeting.  
A motion was made by James Clark, seconded Susan Stevens and passed 4 – 0 to approve the 
general and executive session minutes, as written.  
 
Carol Olson recused herself from the vote.  
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Legal Advice regarding A.R.S. § 41-1092.07(F)(7) 
A motion was made by Paul O’Connell, seconded by Susan Stevens and passed unanimously 
to recess into executive session at 3:37 p.m. to obtain legal advice pursuant to A.R.S. §  38-
431.03(A)(3). 
 
After consideration in executive session, the Board reconvened in general session at 3:39 
p.m. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 p.m.  

 
 


