
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

STATE OF ARIZONA  
PSYCHIATRIC SECURITY REVIEW BOARD 

GENERAL SESSION MINUTES 
April 29, 2016 

 
 
Members Present: 
Carol Olson, M.D., Chairperson 
Julio Ramirez, Ph.D. – Vice Chairperson 
James Clark, M.D. 
 
Members Absent: 
Susan Stevens 
Paul O’Connell 
 
Assistant Attorneys General: 
Thomas Raine, Esq. for the Psychiatric Security Review Board 
Louis Caputo, Esq. for the Arizona State Hospital 
 
Staff Present: 
Paula Schultz, Acting Executive Director 
 
Visitors Present and/or Participating: 
Alicia Cowdrey, M.D. 
Bennie Love, Jr., Hope Lives 
Bernardo Garcia, Attorney  
Brandon Chatfield, LAC 
Charles Holmes 
Chester McLaughlin, Attorney 
Crystal Wachholz 
David DeWalt 
Dawood Mulla, M.D., ASH 
Duane Wagoner   
Janine D’ Haven, LPC 
Jennifer Rock 
John W. Blischak, Esq., Pima County Public 
Defender 

Jon Strickler – Maricopa Medical Integrated 
Care  
Joseph Sinkovich 
Juli Warzynski, Esq., Maricopa County 
Attorney’s Office 
Kennedy Klagge, Esq., Yavapai County 
Attorney’s Office 
Laura Udall, Esq., Attorney 
Lisa Christianson 
Manuel Gray, La Frontera 
Sharon Ashcroft 
Stephanie Jones-Campbell, Pinal County Public 
Defender 
Steven Dingle, M.D., CMO, ASH 
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Tammy Wray, Esq., Maricopa County Public 
Defender 

Wanda DeWalt 
 

 
📞📞 Participated by Phone 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

Carol Olson called the meeting to order at 1:10 p.m., read the Executive Session Confidentiality 
Statement, and swore in the individuals who anticipated testifying during the meeting. 
 
A motion was made by James Clark, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed 3 – 0 to recess into 
executive session to obtain legal advice pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 38-
431.03(A)(3). 
 
After discussion in executive session, the board reconvened in general session at 1:21 p.m. 

 
STATUTORY HEARINGS 
WAYNE PHIFER – PSRB Case No. 09-09 

Wayne Phifer was present with his attorney, Chester McLaughlin.  The hearing was held from 1:23 
p.m. to 1:37 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).  Duane Wagoner was present by telephone. 
 
This hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H) and the Arizona State Hospital (ASH) 
recommended conditional release to the community. 
 
Dr. Dingle stated that the Hospital was in agreement with the conditional release plan. 
 
Mr. Wagoner was sworn in and testified that during Mr. Phifer’s life he had ample opportunity for 
treatment however, he did not comply with that treatment which eventually led him to murder his 
mother.  Mr. Wagoner stated that although Mr. Phifer appears to be a model patient he feels that this 
is due to the regimen at ASH, not Mr. Phifer’s free will.  He stated his family has endured tremendous 
pain at the hands of Mr. Phifer and requested that the Board deny release. 
 
Mr. McLaughlin offered several arguments which included legal citations; Mr. Phifer’s consistent 
successful passes, and referenced a risk assessment that stated Mr. Phifer was considered not 
dangerous, among other things.  
 
After discussion, a motion was made by Julio Ramirez, seconded by Carol Olson and passed 3 – 0 
that the PSRB approve Wayne Phifer for conditional release to the community, and adopt the 
conditional release treatment plan, based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s 
Treatment Team, that Mr. Phifer’s mental disease or defect is in stable remission and he is not 
dangerous if he resides in the facility specified in the conditional release treatment plan and remains 
compliant with the terms of his conditional release and the conditional treatment plan presented 
today. 
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CYNTHIA HERNANDEZ – PSRB Case No. 10-10 

Cynthia Hernandez was present with her attorney, Tammy Wray.  The hearing was held from 1:38 
p.m. to 1:45 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).  Also present were Lisa Christianson and Sharon 
Ashcroft. 
 
ASH recommended conditional release to the Hospital, levels one and two.  
 
It was stated that Ms. Hernandez had been approved for levels one through four in May of 2014, but 
the release was put on hold in August 2014 due to minor violations.  Dr.  Dingle stated that the 
Hospital was in agreement with the conditional release plan. 
 
Lisa Christianson testified that she was extremely supportive of Ms. Hernandez.  She stated that she 
has seen a significant positive change in Ms. Hernandez during her time at ASH.  She testified that 
she has known Ms. Hernandez for eight years now and shared that in her 35 of practice she has not 
seen anyone as profoundly ill as Ms. Hernandez upon admission, and discussed Ms. Hernandez’s 
transformation and progress. 
 
Sharon Ashcroft testified that she has advocated for and sponsored Ms. Hernandez for seven years. 
She stated that Ms. Hernandez works very hard on her treatment program.  She also testified that Ms. 
Hernandez attends school online and does very well.  Ms. Ashcroft believes that going out on passes 
will help Ms. Hernandez to progress through recovery.   
 
Tammy Wray presented two certificates of completion that Ms. Hernandez has received for anger 
management groups and several other groups she has attended.  Ms. Wray shared that Ms. Hernandez 
consistently exceeds her treatment goals and has attended some 12-step groups.  She further stated 
that Ms. Hernandez is ready for the next steps in recovery. 
 
A motion was made by James Clark, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed 3 – 0 to approve Cynthia 
Hernandez for conditional release to Arizona State Hospital, levels one and two, and adopt the 
conditional release transitional treatment plan, based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State 
Hospital’s treatment team, that Ms. Hernandez’s  mental disease or defect is in stable remission and 
she is not dangerous if she remains a resident of the State Hospital and is compliant with the terms of 
her conditional release and the transitional treatment plan presented today 

 
AUSTIN GEALTA – PSRB Case No. 11-06 

Austin Gealta was present with his attorney, Kennedy Klagge.  The hearing was held from 1:47 p.m. 
to 1:50 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).  ASH recommended conditional release to the 
community.  

 
Dawood Mulla testified that the conditional release plan had been amended to require that Mr. Gealta 
participate in a substance abuse activity once a week.  Dr. Dingle stated that the Hospital was in 
agreement with the conditional release plan. 
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A motion was made by James Clark, seconded by Carol Olson and passed 3 – 0 to approve Austin 
Gealta  for conditional release to the community, and adopt the conditional release treatment plan, 
based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment Team, that Mr. Gealta’s 
mental disease or defect is in stable remission and he is not dangerous if he resides in the facility 
specified in the conditional release treatment plan and remains compliant with the terms of his 
conditional release and the conditional treatment plan presented today. 
 

RICHARD WIDMAN – PSRB Case No. 14-07 
Richard Widman was present with his attorney, Kennedy Klagge.  The hearing was held from 1:51 
p.m. to 2:12 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).  ASH recommended conditional release to the 
Hospital, levels one and two.    
 
Steven Dingle stated that he and the Chief Executive Officer of the Hospital were not in agreement 
with conditional release at this time.  
 
A motion was made by Carol Olson, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed 3 – 0 to recess into 
executive session at 1:54 p.m. to discuss confidential information pursuant to A.R.S. §38-
431.03(A)(2). 
 
After consideration in executive session, the Board reconvened in general session at 2:06 p.m. 
 
In general session, Mr. Widman’s attorney, Kennedy Klagge, argued that Mr. Widman’s treatment 
team has the most contact with him and she believes that their recommendation is warranted and 
requested that the Board approve conditional release.  
 
A motion was made by James Clark to deny conditional release for Richard Widman based on the 
lack of concurrence within the Special Classification Committee (SCC) and Hospital administration 
and that Mr. Widman remain confined to state Hospital.  Prior to a vote, Mr. Raine requested that Dr. 
Clark withdraw and restate his motion to conform to the appropriate statute.  
 
A motion was made by James Clark to deny conditional release for Richard Widman based on the 
evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s treatment team, that Mr. Widman did not prove by 
clear and convincing evidence that he no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect and he is no 
longer dangerous.  Dr. Clark made specific reference to lack of concurrence among Hospital staff.  
Mr. Widman shall remain committed in the Arizona State Hospital.  The motion died for a lack of 
second.  
 
A motion was made by Carol Olson, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed 3 – 0 to approve Richard 
Widman for conditional release to Arizona State Hospital, levels one and two, with the clarification 
that the Board is aware that Hospital administration does not support it.  The Board bears in mind Mr. 
Widman’s extensive criminal history, and because the proposed conditional release plan designates 
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escorted passes, Mr. Widman does not pose a threat to the community based upon the behavior he has 
exhibited during his time committed to the state Hospital.  
 

DAVID DELICH – PSRB Case No. 12-09 
David Delich was present with his attorney, Laura Udall.  The hearing was held from 2:13 p.m. to 
2:15 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).  There was no recommendation at this time.  

 
Dr. Olson shared that the report stated that Mr. Delich’s mental disease is not in remission and does 
not recommend conditional release at this time.  Laura Udall shared that her client was in agreement. 
 
A motion was made by Julio Ramirez, seconded by James Clark and passed 3 – 0 to deny conditional 
release for David Delich based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s treatment 
team, that Mr. Delich did not prove by clear and convincing evidence that he no longer suffers from a 
mental disease or defect and he is no longer dangerous.  David Delich shall remain committed in the 
Arizona State Hospital. 
 

RAUL PLACENCIO – PSRB Case No. 12-02 
Raul Placencio was present with his attorney, Stephanie Jones-Campbell.  The hearing was held from 
2:16 p.m. to 2:20 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).  The Hospital recommended conditional 
release to the community. 
  
Dr.  Dingle stated that SCC unanimously approved Hospital administration was in agreement with the 
proposed conditional release plan to the community.  Dr. Olson stated that the Board had a concern 
regarding residential placement where staff is present “up to” 24 hours per day and discussion ensued 
among Board members and Hospital staff.  Ms. Jones-Campbell outlined Mr. Placencio’s successful 
participation in his recovery and stated that her client is in agreement with Hospital recommendation 
but is amenable to modification of the conditional release plan if the Board wished to do so.     
 
A motion was made by Julio Ramirez, seconded by James Clark to approve Raul Placencio  for 
conditional release to the community, and adopt the conditional release treatment plan, based on the 
evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment Team, that Mr. Placencio’s mental 
disease or defect is in stable remission and he is not dangerous if he resides in the facility specified in 
the conditional release treatment plan and remains compliant with the terms of his conditional release 
and the conditional treatment plan presented today. 
 
Carol Olson amended the motion to delete “up to” when referring to the residential placement staffing 
hours.  James Clark seconded the amendment and the motion passed 3 – 0.  

 
CHARLES HOLMES – PSRB Case No. 01-18 

Charles Holmes was present with his attorney, Bernardo Garcia.  The hearing was held from 2:21 
p.m. to 2:26 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(J).  The outpatient treatment team is recommending 
that Mr. Holmes step down from residential placement to independent living.  
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Dr. Olson recalled that back in September of 2015, the Board approved a 16-hour placement and now, 
seven months later, there is a proposal for independent living and requested clarification.  Mr. 
Holmes’ case manager stated that they were never able to find a 16-hour placement facility and, thus, 
he was never moved. 
Dr. Clark and Mr. Holmes’ case manager participated in a discussion regarding medication and 
contact with Mr. Holmes’ parents.  
 
A motion was made by Carol Olson, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed 3 – 0 to approve the 
request to step-down to independent living, with the provision that Mr. Holmes’ receive wrap around 
services for medication monitoring.  
 

The Board took a break from 2:27 p.m. to 2:29 p.m. 
 

MARIAN JOHN KOZIMOR – PSRB Case No. 05-12 
Marian “John” Kozimor was present with his attorney, Tammy Wray.  The hearing was held from 
2:30 p.m.to 2:34 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).   

 
The Hospital’s report opined that Mr. Kozimor’s mental disease is not in remission and had no 
recommendations at this time.  
 
Tammy Wray stated that Mr. Kozimor has a little more than a year left under the Board’s jurisdiction; 
Mr. Kozimor did not agree with Dr. Chavez’s conclusions in his report; Mr. Kozimor states he is not 
ill and his blood levels are normal and Mr. Kozimor would like to be discharged and returned home. 
 
A motion was made by James Clark, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed 3 – 0 to deny conditional 
release for Marian “John” Kozimor based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s 
treatment team, that Mr. Kozimor did not prove by clear and convincing evidence that he no longer 
suffers from a mental disease or defect and he is no longer dangerous.  Mr. Kozimor shall remain 
committed in the Arizona State Hospital.  
 

JOSEPH SINKOVICH – PSRB Case No. 98-09 
Joseph Sinkovich was present with his attorney, Tammy Wray.  The hearing was held from 2:35 p.m. 
to 2:40 p.m.  Mr. Sinkovich is requesting leave to travel out of state.  
 
Board members and Ms. Wray participated in discussion regarding Mr. Sinkovich’s travel plans.  Ms. 
Wray shared that her client has been in the community since 2002, has been living independently 
since 2007, and has had more that fifteen out-of-state travel passes. 
 
Dr. Olson asked Mr. Sinkovich if he would be requesting approval for more travel time in the future, 
to which he responded in the affirmative.  Dr. Olson stated that in the interest of efficiency she would 
not object to approving 60 days travel to be used in the next two years. 
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A motion was made by Carol Olson, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed 3 – 0 to approve Mr. 
Sinkovich’s travel request for May 22, 2016 to June 7, 2016, and approve Mr. Sinkovich for an 
additional 60 days travel to be used within the next two years with the conditions that the outpatient 
treatment team shall notify the Board of their approval of the travel and notify the Board of both dates 
and destination of the travel.  
 

MARY ALICE WILLIAMS – PSRB Case No. 07-02 
Mary Alice Williams was present with her attorney, Tammy Wray.  The hearing was held from 2:41 
p.m. to 2:45 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(J).  The Board considered whether to allow the 
Board’s jurisdiction over Ms. Williams to expire on May 26, 2016 without further action or to order 
the Maricopa County Attorney to institute Civil Commitment proceedings prior to May 26, 2016. 
 
The Board had previously been advised that Ms. Williams is already civilly committed, so there is no 
need to direct the county attorney to institute such proceedings.  Dr. Dingle stated that arrangements 
have been made to move Ms. Williams to a civil unit upon expiration of the Board’s jurisdiction. 
 
Ms. Wray stated that Ms. Williams disagrees with the civil commitment, is unaware of the issues that 
lead to the civil commitment and was confused by the two legal proceedings.  Further, Ms. Williams 
disagrees with Dr. Lydon’s report and wishes to be released from the Hospital and be with her family. 
 
A motion was made by Carol Olson, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed 3 – 0 to allow expire 
without ordering the County Attorney to initiate civil commitment proceedings because Ms. Williams 
is already under a civil treatment order. 
 

LEON CANTY – PSRB Case No. 11-14 
Leon Canty was present with his attorney, Tammy Wray.  The hearing was held from 2:46 p.m. to 
2:48 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).  The Hospital is recommending an amendment to the 
current conditional release plan to allow Mr. Canty to allow for two additional off-site passes to 
complete peer support training and graduate to become a peer-support specialist.   
 
Dr. Dingle stated that SCC and Hospital administration are in unanimous agreement with the 
treatment team’s recommendation.  Tammy Wray stated that Mr. Canty has done exceptionally well 
and is an example to other patients at the state Hospital.  
 
A motion was made by Carol Olson, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed 3 – 0 to approve Leon 
Canty for two off-site passes for twelve hours each on May 17th and 18th.   
 

DAVID ORTIZ – PSRB Case No. 12-07 
David Ortiz was not present but was represented by his attorney, John W. Blischak.  The hearing was 
held from 2:49 p.m. to 2:50 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).  There was no recommendation at 
this time.  
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Mr. Blischak requested that the hearing to be continued until May 27, 2016 and the hospital had no 
objection. 
 
A motion was made by Carol Olson, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed 3 – 0 to grant Mr. 
Blischak’s request to defer the matter to the May meeting. 
 
 
 

MICHAEL STEELE – PSRB Case No. 09-08 
Michael Steele was not present and his attorney, John W. Blischak, waived his presence.  The hearing 
was held from 2:51 p.m. to 2:52 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).  There was no 
recommendation at this time.  

 
Mr. Blischak shared that Mr. Steele liked where he was, he was happy and did not want to leave the 
Hospital. 
 
A motion was made by Julio Ramirez, seconded by Carol Olson and passed 3 – 0 to deny conditional 
release for Michael Steele based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s treatment 
team, that Ms. Steele did not prove by clear and convincing evidence that he no longer suffers from a 
mental disease or defect and he is no longer dangerous.  Michael Steele shall remain committed in the 
Arizona State Hospital. 
 

RODNEY WOODVILLE – PSRB Case No. 13-15 
Rodney Woodville was present with his attorney, John W. Blischak.  The hearing was held from 2:52 
p.m. to 2:54 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).  This matter was continued from November 2015 
in order to obtain an independent evaluation.  There was no recommendation at this time.  
 
After discussion, Mr. Blischak requested that the Board defer the matter for one month in order for 
the state Hospital to review the independent evaluation and make a recommendation to the Board.  
 
A motion was made by Carol Olson, seconded by James Clark and passed 3 – 0 to defer the matter 
once more to the May meeting.  
 

BEVERLY DENNY – PSRB Case No. 10-01 
Beverly Denny was present with her attorney, John W. Blischak.  The hearing was held from 2:55 
p.m. to 2:59 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).  The state Hospital recommended conditional 
release to the Hospital, levels one through four.  
 
Dr. Dingle shared Ms. Denny had previously been approved for conditional release to the Hospital up 
to level seven, however, there were some behavioral issues and her privileges were dialed back. The 
Hospital was then coming before the Board to reinstate conditional release to the Hospital, levels one 
through four.  
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A motion was made by Carol Olson, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed 3 – 0 to recess into 
executive session at 2:56 p.m. to discuss confidential information pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-
431.03(A)(2). 
 
After discussion in executive session, the Board reconvened in general session at 2:58 p.m. 
 
Mr. Blischak asked the Board to approve the proposed conditional release plan.  
 
A motion was made by James Clark, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed 3 – 0 to approve Beverly 
Denny for conditional release to Arizona State Hospital, levels one through four, and adopt the 
conditional release transitional treatment plan, based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State 
Hospital’s treatment team, that Ms. Denny’s  mental disease or defect is in stable remission and she is 
not dangerous if she remains a resident of the State Hospital and is compliant with the terms of her 
conditional release and the transitional treatment plan presented today. 
 

TYLER JAY DAVID TALLANT – PSRB Case No. 14-08 
Tyler Jay David Tallant was present with his attorney, John W. Blischak.  The hearing was held from 
3:00 p.m. to 3:10 p.m. pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H).  The Hospital recommended conditional 
release to the Hospital, levels one and two.  
 
Dr. Dingle shared that the SCC was unanimous and Hospital administration agreed with the 
recommendation.  Board members shared a concern about a behavioral incident in November 2015, 
which Dr. Walayat addressed.  Dr. Clark noted that the wording of the conditional release plan is 
different than usual, wherein it states “number” rather than specifying a number (of passes).   
 

The Board recessed from 3:05 p.m. to 3:07 p.m. so Hospital staff could confer.  
 
Following the recess, Dr. Dingle agreed that an amendment would be appropriate and he and the 
Board discussed the amendments.   

 
A motion was made by Carol Olson, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed 3 – 0 to approve Tyler 
Jay David Tallant for conditional release to Arizona State Hospital, levels one and two, with the 
following revisions to the conditional release plan: level 1, line 2 shall read “must complete 5 passes” 
and “60 days must elapse before progression to the next level”; and the following paragraph for level 
2, line 2 shall read “must complete 5 passes” and “120 days must elapse prior to consideration to the 
next level” and adopt the conditional release transitional treatment plan, as amended, based on the 
evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s treatment team, that Mr. Tallant’s  mental disease 
or defect is in stable remission and he is not dangerous if he remains a resident of the State Hospital 
and is compliant with the terms of his conditional release and the transitional treatment plan, as 
amended today.  
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
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Dr. Olson made a general announcement that this is Paula Schultz’s last hearing and she wanted to 
express the Board’s gratitude for stepping into a very difficult situation. 
 

DISCUSSION, AMENDMENT AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by James Clark, seconded by Julio Ramirez and passed 3 – 0 to approve the 
general and executive session minutes from the March 16, 2016 meeting, as written.  
 
Due to lack of quorum for the March 25, 2016 meeting minutes, this matter was deferred to the May 
meeting.  
 
A motion was made by Julio Ramirez, seconded by James Clark and passed 3 – 0 to approve the 
general and executive session minutes from the April 5, 2016 meeting, as written.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 

Dr. Olson stated that there is a return hearing tentatively scheduled for May 6, 2016.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Carol Olson, seconded by James Clark and passed 3 – 0 to adjourn at 3:30 
p.m.  

 
  

 
 


