
 
 
 
 
 

STATE OF ARIZONA  
PSYCHIATRIC SECURITY REVIEW BOARD 

MINUTES OF GENERAL SESSION 
July 24, 2015 

Arizona State Hospital – Forensic Wildflower Building 
2500 East Van Buren Street, Phoenix, AZ  85008 

Members Present: 
Carol Olson, MD, Chair 
Paul O’Connell 
Julio Ramirez, PhD, Vice-Chair 
James Clark, MD 
 
Members Absent (Excused): 
Susan Stevens, ESQ 
 
Assistant Attorneys General Present: 
Nancy Beck, Esq. for the Psychiatric Security Review Board 
Lou Caputo, Esq. for the Arizona State Hospital 
 
Staff Present: 
Denise Dumond, Executive Director 
 
Visitors Present: 
Kennedy Klagge, Attorney 
Hector Gonzalez, father 
John Blischak, attorney 
Andrew Blischak 
Juli Warzynski, Maricopa County Attorney’s Office 
Chris Cameron, CPSA 
Tammy Wray, Maricopa County Public Defender 
Jessica Lercance, Maricopa County Public Defender 
Nicholas Kaldani, Maricopa County Public Defender 
Mario Gonzalez, Maricopa County Public Defender 
Katherine McLean, Maricopa County Public Defender 
Alex Hyde, Maricopa County Public Defender 
Perek Trebesch, Maricopa County Public Defender 
Ben Brewer, Attorney 
Lindsey Arendt, ASH 
Brittain Scarbaugh, POCN 



Joanna Lensch, ASH 
Myrna Garcia, CODAC Tucson 
Jennifer Villegas, CODAC Tucson 
Stevie Willis, POCN 
Alexandria Martinez, ASH 
Brandon Chatfield, ASH 
 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 
 

Dr. Olson called the meeting to order at 1:04 PM, read the Executive Session Confidentiality Statement, 
and swore in the individuals who would be testifying during the meeting. 

 

II.  STATUTORY HEARINGS 
 

 1. EDWARD GORDON – PSRB CASE NO. 13-14 

 
Findings:  Mr. Gordon was present with his attorney, Mr. Ben Brewer.  The hearing was held from 
1:05 PM to 1:16 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Ms. Beck and Mr. 
Caputo.  Ms. Lisa Harris, sister, was present by telephone and provided testimony.  The digital 
recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves the minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(J), to determine whether the PSRB’s 
jurisdiction over Mr. Gordon shall expire without further action or whether it shall order the 
Navajo County Attorney to initiate Civil Commitment proceedings pursuant to Title 36 of the 
Arizona State Revised Statutes. 
 
ASH recommends expiration without civil commitment, and release to his family member in 
California. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Clark made a motion that the PSRB allow its jurisdiction over Mr. Gordon to expire 
without ordering the county attorney to initiate civil commitment proceedings based on the 
evidence presented, and to allow the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment Team to unconditionally 
release Mr. Gordon to his family in California up to five days prior to the PSRB’s jurisdiction 
expiration date.  The motion was seconded by Paul O’Connell and passed unanimously. 

 

2. ERIC NOURY – PSRB CASE NO. 12-05 

 
Findings:  Mr. Noury was present with his attorney, Ms. Kennedy Klagge.  The hearing was held 
from 1:16 PM to 1:21 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Ms. Beck and 
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Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves the 
minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(J), to determine whether the PSRB’s 
jurisdiction over Mr. Noury shall expire without further action or whether it shall order the 
Yavapai County Attorney to initiate Civil Commitment proceedings pursuant to Title 36 of the 
Arizona State Revised Statutes. 
 
ASH recommends expiration without civil commitment. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Olson made a motion that the PSRB allow its jurisdiction over Mr. Noury to expire 
without ordering the county attorney to initiate civil commitment proceedings.  The motion was 
seconded by Dr. Ramirez and passed unanimously. 
 
 

3. AUSTIN GEALTA – PSRB CASE NO. 11-06 
 

Findings:  Mr. Gealta was present with his attorney, Ms. Kennedy Klagge.   The hearing was held 
from 1:21 PM to 1:25 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Ms. Beck and 
Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves the 
minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H), to determine whether Mr. Gealta 
no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect, whether the mental disease or defect, if any, is 
in stable remission, whether Mr. Gealta no longer needs ongoing treatment for a mental disease 
or defect, and whether Mr. Gealta is not dangerous or has a propensity to reoffend. 
 
ASH recommended Conditional Release to ASH, Levels 7-8. 
 
Motion:  Paul O’Connell made a motion that the PSRB approve Mr. Gealta for Conditional Release 
to the Arizona State Hospital, Levels 7-8, and adopt the Conditional Release Transitional 
Treatment Plan, based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment 
Team, that Mr. Gealta’s mental disease or defect is in stable remission and he is not dangerous if 
he remains a resident of the Arizona State Hospital and is compliant with the terms of his 
conditional release and the transitional treatment plan presented today.  The motion was 
seconded by Dr. Ramirez and passed unanimously. 
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4. GARY SCHLEE – PSRB CASE NO. 12-10 
  

Findings:  Mr. Schlee was present with his attorney, Ms. Kennedy Klagge.   The hearing was held 
from 1:25 PM to 1:28 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Ms. Beck and 
Mr. Caputo.  Mr. Hughes from the Yavapai County Attorney’s office was present by phone.  The 
digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves the minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H), to determine whether Mr. Schlee 
no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect, whether the mental disease or defect, if any, is 
in stable remission, whether Mr. Schlee no longer needs ongoing treatment for a mental disease 
or defect, and whether Mr. Schlee is not dangerous or has a propensity to reoffend. 
 
ASH recommended Conditional Release to ASH, Levels 1-3. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Clark made a motion that the PSRB approve Mr. Schlee for Conditional Release to the 
Arizona State Hospital, Levels 1-3, and adopt the Conditional Release Transitional Treatment Plan, 
based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment Team, that Mr. 
Schlee’s mental disease or defect is in stable remission and he is not dangerous if he remains a 
resident of the Arizona State Hospital and is compliant with the terms of his conditional release 
and the transitional treatment plan presented today.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Ramirez 
and passed unanimously. 

 
 

5. SARIYA OKOYE – PSRB CASE NO. 13-13 

 
Findings:  Ms. Okoye was present with her attorney, Mr. John Blischak.   The hearing was held 
from 1:28 PM to 1:39 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Ms. Beck and 
Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves the 
minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H), to determine whether Ms. Okoye 
no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect, whether the mental disease or defect, if any, is 
in stable remission, whether Ms. Okoye no longer needs ongoing treatment for a mental disease 
or defect, and whether Ms. Okoye is not dangerous or has a propensity to reoffend. 
 
ASH recommended Conditional Release to ASH, Level 6.  Ms. Okoye requested discharge.  
Testimony was provided by Rosemary Sierras, mother.  Ms. Sierras requested Ms. Okoye be 
released to her custody.   
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Motion:  Dr. Olson made a motion to recess into Executive Session to discuss clinical matters.  The 
motion was seconded by Dr. Ramirez and passed unanimously.  The Board recessed into Executive 
Session from 1:29 PM to 1:34 PM.  
 
The Board returned to General Session at 1:34 PM. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Ramirez made a motion that the PSRB approve Ms. Okoye for Conditional Release to 
the Arizona State Hospital, Level 6, and adopt the Conditional Release Transitional Treatment 
Plan, based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment Team, that Ms. 
Okoye’s mental disease or defect is in stable remission and she is not dangerous if she remains a 
resident of the Arizona State Hospital and is compliant with the terms of her conditional release 
and the transitional treatment plan presented today.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Clark and 
passed unanimously. 
 

6.   ARTURO NORIEGA – PSRB CASE NO. 05-06 
 

Findings:  Mr. Noriega was present with his attorney, Mr. John Blischak.  The hearing was held 
from 1:39 PM to 1:45 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Ms. Beck and 
Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves the 
minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(J), to determine whether the PSRB’s 
jurisdiction over Mr. Noriega shall expire without further action or whether it shall order the Pima 
County Attorney to initiate Civil Commitment proceedings pursuant to Title 36 of the Arizona 
State Revised Statutes. 
 
Dr. Marku, outpatient treatment provider, recommends expiration without civil commitment.  
ASH takes no position. 
 
Motion:  Paul O’Connell made a motion that the PSRB allow its jurisdiction over Mr. Noriega to 
expire without ordering the county attorney to initiate civil commitment proceedings.  The 
motion was seconded by Dr. Clark and passed unanimously. 
 

7. FARAZ AHMAD – PSRB CASE NO. 00-11 
 

Findings:  Mr. Blischak was present and waived his client’s appearance.  The hearing was held 
from 1:45 PM to 1:46 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Ms. Beck and 
Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves the 
minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H), to determine whether Mr. 
Ahmad no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect, whether the mental disease or defect, if 
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any, is in stable remission, whether Mr. Ahmad no longer needs ongoing treatment for a mental 
disease or defect, and whether Mr. Ahmad is not dangerous or has a propensity to reoffend. 
 
ASH had no recommendations.  Mr. Blischak requested a Motion to Continue for one month. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Olson made a motion to continue the hearing one month to allow Mr. Blischak to 
confer with his client and allow his client to be present.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Ramirez 
and passed unanimously. 
 

 8. STEVE GONZALEZ – PSRB CASE NO. 05-08 
 

Findings:  Mr. Gonzalez was present with his attorney, Mr. John Blischak.  The hearing was held 
from 1:46 PM to 1:59 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Ms. Beck and 
Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves the 
minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(J), to determine whether the PSRB’s 
jurisdiction over Mr. Gonzalez shall expire without further action or whether it shall order the 
Pima County Attorney to initiate Civil Commitment proceedings pursuant to Title 36 of the 
Arizona State Revised Statutes. 
 
ASH recommends expiration with a referral for civil commitment.  Mr. Blischak stated his client 
requests to be discharged to a group home.  Testimony was provided by Hector Gonzalez, the 
patient’s father, and the patient himself. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Clark made a motion that the PSRB Order the Pima County Attorney to initiate civil 
commitment proceedings for Mr. Gonzalez pending the expiration of the PSRB’s jurisdiction based 
on the evidence presented and that the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment Team be allowed to 
conditionally release Mr. Gonzalez to the custody of an appropriate law enforcement agency for 
transportation up to five days prior to the PSRB’s jurisdiction expiration date.  The motion was 
seconded by Paul O’Connell and passed unanimously. 
 
 

III.  NEW BUSINESS 
 

 CHESTER HERRON – PSRB CASE NO. 08-12 

 
Findings:  Mr. Herron was present with his attorney, Ms. Tammy Wray.  The hearing was held 
from 1:59 PM to 2:06 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Ms. Beck and 
Mr. Caputo.   The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves the 
minutes. 
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This hearing was held at the request of the PSRB to consider approval of change of address due to 
exigent circumstances and in coordination with ASH.  Ms. Wray also filed a motion for change in 
monitoring conditions. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Olson made a motion revise the conditional release plan to change the face to face 
contact with ASH staff to a minimum of once per month, and face to face contact with outpatient 
case management staff a minimum of once per week, and approval of potential change of address 
with the proviso that the board shall be notified of the change of address once it takes place.  The 
motion was seconded by Paul O’Connell and passed unanimously. 

 
JULIAN LOCKHART – PSRB CASE NO. 07-16 

 
Findings: Mr. Lockhart was present with his attorney, Ms. Tammy Wray.  The hearing was held 
from 2:06 PM to 2:10 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Ms. Beck and 
Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves the 
minutes. 
 
This hearing was held at the request of the PSRB to consider approval of change of address due to 
exigent circumstances and in coordination with ASH. 
 
Dr. Clark made a motion to approve the move into a different apartment within the same 
complex.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Ramirez and passed unanimously. 
 
 

TAHUM GARLAND – PSRB CASE NO. 02-04 
 

Findings:  Mr. Garland was present with his attorney, Ms. Tammy Wray.  The hearing was held 
from 2:10 PM to 2:40 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Ms. Beck and 
Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves the 
minutes. 
 
Ms. Tammy Wray, on behalf of Mr. Garland, filed a Motion to consider change in residential 
setting from a 16 hour to an 8-hour staffed setting.   Testimony was provided by Ms. Warzynski, 
noting the severity of the index crime.  Testimony was also provided by Mr. Garland himself. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Olson made a motion to approve an up to 8-hour supervised apartment with the 
understanding that Mr. Garland would need to be seen face to face by staff from that facility at 
least twice per day, and with the understanding that the specific facility or program will be 
presented to the board for approval once identified.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Ramirez 
and passed with one nay. 
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IV.  OTHER BUSINESS 
There are no updates with regard to PSRB re-appointment renewals for Drs. Clark and Ramirez.  Both Dr. 
Olson and Ms. Dumond have been in contact with the Governor’s Office, and have been informed there 
are no updates. 

 
V.  SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS 
 None.  

 
VI.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

• June 26, 2015, General and Executive Session Meeting Minutes. 
 

Motion:  Dr. Clark made a motion to approve.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Olson and passed 
unanimously. 
 

VII.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:45 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted by,    Prepared by,     

     
    
Carol Olson, M.D., Chairperson    Denise Dumond, Executive Director  
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