
 
 
 
 
 

STATE OF ARIZONA  
PSYCHIATRIC SECURITY REVIEW BOARD 

MINUTES OF GENERAL SESSION 
October 30, 2015 

Arizona State Hospital – Forensic Wildflower Building 
2500 East Van Buren Street, Phoenix, AZ  85008 

Members Present: 
Carol Olson, MD, Chair 
Susan Stevens, ESQ 
Julio Ramirez, PhD, Vice-Chair 
Paul O’Connell 
James Clark, MD 
 
Members Absent (Excused): 
None 
 
Assistant Attorneys General Present: 
Jeanne Galvin, Esq. for the Psychiatric Security Review Board 
Lou Caputo, Esq. for the Arizona State Hospital 
 
Staff Present: 
Denise Dumond, Executive Director 
 
Visitors Present: 
Juli Warzynski, Maricopa County Attorney’s Office 
Kristi Riggins, Yuma County Public Defender 
Nora Greer, Pima County Public Defender 
Adrian Work, ASH 
Tammy Wray, Maricopa County Public Defender 
Dawood Mulla, MD, ASH 
Laurinda Cumming 
Lindsey Arendt, ASH Social Work 
Richard Lilly, Hope Lives 
David Basham, Hope Lives 
David Galaviz, Hope Lives 
Stefanie Jones-Campbell, Pinal County Public Defender 
Jon Strickler, MMIC 
Trent Buckallew, Attorney 
Ida Nolan 



 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 
 

Dr. Olson called the meeting to order at 1:10 PM, read the Executive Session Confidentiality Statement, 
and swore in the individuals who would be testifying during the meeting. 

 

II.  STATUTORY HEARINGS 
 

 1. RAUL PLACENCIO – PSRB CASE NO. 12-02 

 
Findings:  Mr. Placencio was present with his attorney, Ms. Stefanie Jones-Campbell.  The hearing 
was held from 1:13 PM to 1:17 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Ms. 
Galvin and Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB 
approves the minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H), to determine whether Mr. 
Placencio no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect, whether the mental disease or 
defect, if any, is in stable remission, whether Mr. Placencio no longer needs ongoing treatment 
for a mental disease or defect, and whether Mr. Placencio is not dangerous or has a propensity to 
reoffend. 
 
ASH recommended Conditional Release to ASH, Levels 5-6. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Clark made a motion that the PSRB approve Mr. Placencio for Conditional Release to 
the Arizona State Hospital, Levels 5-6, and adopt the Conditional Release Transitional Treatment 
Plan, based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment Team, that Mr. 
Placencio’s mental disease or defect is in stable remission and he is not dangerous if he remains a 
resident of the Arizona State Hospital and is compliant with the terms of his conditional release 
and the transitional treatment plan presented today.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Stevens 
and passed unanimously. 

 

2. LOUIS TAPIA - PSRB CASE NO. 10-11 

 
Findings:  Mr. Tapia was present with his attorney, Ms. Nora Greer.  The hearing was held from 
1:17 PM to 1:21 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Ms. Galvin and Mr. 
Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves the 
minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H), to determine whether Mr. Tapia 
no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect, whether the mental disease or defect, if any, is 
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in stable remission, whether Mr. Tapia no longer needs ongoing treatment for a mental disease or 
defect, and whether Mr. Tapia is not dangerous or has a propensity to reoffend.   
 
ASH recommended Conditional Release to ASH, Level 4.  Ms. Julia Matthies, social worker, 
provided testimony on how the friends are selected and vetted in order to assist Mr. Tapia with 
self passes. 
 
Motion:  Ms. Stevens made a motion that the PSRB approve Mr. Tapia for Conditional Release to 
the Arizona State Hospital, Level 4, and adopt the Conditional Release Transitional Treatment 
Plan, based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment Team, that Mr. 
Tapia’s mental disease or defect is in stable remission and he is not dangerous if he remains a 
resident of the Arizona State Hospital and is compliant with the terms of his conditional release 
and the transitional treatment plan presented today.  The motion was seconded by Paul 
O’Connell and passed unanimously. 
 

3. CHARLES SMITH – PSRB CASE NO. 08-05 
 

Findings:  Mr. Smith was present with his attorney, Ms. Tammy Wray.   The hearing was held from 
1:21 PM to 1:36 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Ms. Galvin and Mr. 
Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves the 
minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H), to determine whether Mr. Smith 
no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect, whether the mental disease or defect, if any, is 
in stable remission, whether Mr. Smith no longer needs ongoing treatment for a mental disease 
or defect, and whether Mr. Smith is not dangerous or has a propensity to reoffend. 
 
ASH recommended Conditional Release to ASH, Levels 3-6.   
 
Motion:  Ms. Stevens made a motion to recess into Executive Session to discuss clinical matters.  
The motion was seconded by Dr. Ramirez and passed unanimously.  The Board recessed into 
Executive Session from 1:24 PM to 1:32 PM. 
 
The Board returned to General Session at 1:32 PM. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Ramirez made a motion that the PSRB approve Mr. Smith for Conditional Release to 
the Arizona State Hospital, Levels 3-6, and adopt the Conditional Release Transitional Treatment 
Plan, based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment Team, that Mr. 
Smith’s mental disease or defect is in stable remission and he is not dangerous if he remains a 
resident of the Arizona State Hospital and is compliant with the terms of his conditional release 
and the transitional treatment plan presented today.  The motion was seconded by Paul 
O’Connell and passed unanimously. 
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4. CHRISTOPHER LAMBETH – PSRB CASE NO. 07-06 
  

Findings:  Mr. Lambeth was present with attorney, Ms. Nora Greer, who was covering for Mr. 
Blischak.  The hearing was held from 1:36 PM to 1:51 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant 
Attorneys General Ms. Galvin and Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official 
document until the PSRB approves the minutes. 

 
 ASH recommended Conditional Release to ASH, Levels 5-6. 
 

Motion:  Dr. Clark made a motion to recess into Executive Session to discuss clinical matters.  The 
motion was seconded by Susan Stevens and passed unanimously.  The Board recessed into 
Executive Session from 1:40 PM to 1:47 PM. 
 
The Board returned to General Session at 1:47 PM.  Testimony was provided by Mr. Lilly and Mr. 
Basham regarding Mr. Lambeth’s involvement in Hope Lives and Hope Lab programs. 

 
Motion:  Dr. Clark made a motion that the PSRB approve Mr. Lambeth for Conditional Release to 
the Arizona State Hospital, Modified Levels 5-6, and adopt the Conditional Release Transitional 
Treatment Plan, based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment 
Team, that Mr. Lambeth’s mental disease or defect is in stable remission and he is not dangerous 
if he remains a resident of the Arizona State Hospital and is compliant with the terms of his 
conditional release and the transitional treatment plan presented today.  The motion was 
seconded by Dr. Ramirez and passed unanimously. 

 

5. JOHN REBER – PSRB CASE NO. 13-06 

 
Findings:  Mr. Reber was present with attorney, Ms. Nora Greer, who was covering for Mr. 
Blischak.  The hearing was held from 1:51 PM to 1:59 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant 
Attorneys General Ms. Galvin and Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official 
document until the PSRB approves the minutes. 
 
ASH recommended Conditional Release to ASH, Levels 1-2.  There was question regarding the 
statement in the August 2015 risk assessment that Mr. Reber refused GPS monitoring and lab 
draws.  Dr. Bhatti stated ASH discontinued GPS mall monitoring, and he is not aware of any issues 
regarding lab draws.  Dr. Dingle stated should those issues present as a problem, Mr. Reber’s 
privileges would be reassessed at that time. 
 
Motion:  Ms. Stevens made a motion that the PSRB approve Mr. Reber for Conditional Release to 
the Arizona State Hospital, Levels 1-2, and adopt the Conditional Release Transitional Treatment 
Plan, based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment Team, that Mr. 
Reber’s mental disease or defect is in stable remission and he is not dangerous if he remains a 
resident of the Arizona State Hospital and is compliant with the terms of his conditional release 
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and the transitional treatment plan presented today.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Ramirez 
and passed unanimously. 

 

6.   MICHAEL ALLEN – PSRB CASE NO. 13-03 
 

Findings:  Mr. Allen was present with attorney, Ms. Kristi Riggins, who was covering for Ms. Jillian 
Bachman-Underhill.  The hearing was held from 1:59 PM to 2:07 PM.  Present at the hearing were 
Assistant Attorneys General Ms. Galvin and Mr. Caputo.   William Katz from the Yuma County 
Attorney’s office was present by telephone.   The digital recording serves as the official document 
until the PSRB approves the minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H), to determine whether Mr. Allen 
no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect, whether the mental disease or defect, if any, is 
in stable remission, whether Mr. Allen no longer needs ongoing treatment for a mental disease or 
defect, and whether Mr. Allen is not dangerous or has a propensity to reoffend. 
 
ASH recommended Conditional Release to ASH, Levels 1-2. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Clark made a motion to recess into Executive Session to discuss clinical matters.  The 
motion was seconded by Susan Stevens and passed unanimously.  The Board recessed into 
Executive Session from 2:00 PM to 2:06 PM. 
 
The Board returned to General Session at 2:06 PM.  Mr. Katz questioned the finding of the risk 
assessment.  Dr. Olson stated the conclusion of the risk assessment was that the risk was low 
relating to the proposed Conditional Release Plan, which involves off-ground passes escorted at 
all times by hospital staff.   Mr. Katz stated the state defers to the findings of the physician and 
recommendation of the trained professionals. 
 
Motion:  Mr. O’Connell made a motion that the PSRB approve Mr. Allen for Conditional Release to 
the Arizona State Hospital, Levels 1-2, and adopt the Conditional Release Transitional Treatment 
Plan, based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment Team, that Mr. 
Allen’s mental disease or defect is in stable remission and he is not dangerous if he remains a 
resident of the Arizona State Hospital and is compliant with the terms of his conditional release 
and the transitional treatment plan presented today.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Stevens 
and passed unanimously. 
 

7. ERNESTO AROCHA – PSRB CASE NO. 99-12 
 

Findings:  Mr. Arocha’s attorney, Ms. Tammy Wray was present and waived her client’s 
appearance.  The hearing was held from 2:07 PM to 2:10 PM.  Present at the hearing were 
Assistant Attorneys General Ms. Galvin and Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official 
document until the PSRB approves the minutes. 

PSRB General Session, October 30, 2015 
Page 5 of 10 

 



 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H), to determine whether Mr. 
Arocha no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect, whether the mental disease or defect, if 
any, is in stable remission, whether Mr. Arocha no longer needs ongoing treatment for a mental 
disease or defect, and whether Mr. Arocha is not dangerous or has a propensity to reoffend. 
 
ASH had no recommendations.  Despite a report request that was sent to Gregory Carr, MD, 
outpatient psychiatrist, the PSRB did not receive an updated report.  Ms. Wray noted Mr. Arocha 
presently lives in a locked down skilled nursing facility. 
 
There was no motion; therefore, no changes were recommended.  The Conditional Release Plan 
remains the same. 
 

 8. DOLORES CHAVEZ – PSRB CASE NO. 01-12 
 
Findings:  Ms. Chavez was present, and her attorney, Ms. Rebecca Johnson, was present 
telephonically.  The hearing was held from 2:10 PM to 2:20 PM.   Present at the hearing were 
Assistant Attorneys General Ms. Galvin and Mr. Caputo.   The digital recording serves as the 
official document until the PSRB approves the minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H), to determine whether Ms. 
Chavez no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect, whether the mental disease or defect, if 
any, is in stable remission, whether Ms. Chavez no longer needs ongoing treatment for a mental 
disease or defect, and whether Ms. Chavez is not dangerous or has a propensity to reoffend. 
 
ASH had no recommendations.  Despite a report request that was sent to Janice Hanlon-Toth, 
MD, outpatient psychiatrist, the PSRB did not receive an updated report.  Ms. Johnson stated the 
outpatient provider recommends changes to the Condition Release Plan, and the updated report 
was given to her and the ASH Conditional Release Coordinator, but not the PSRB. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Olson made a motion to continue to November 20, 2015, to allow time for the 
updated report to be received by the PSRB so it may review the recommended changes in the 
Conditional Release Plan.  The motion was seconded by Susan Stevens and passed unanimously. 
 

9. JOLEEN OVIND – PSRB CASE NO. 95-04 
 

Findings:  Mr. Steve Harvey was present by telephone, and waived his client’s appearance.  Mr. 
Michael Lessler from the Coconino County Attorney’s Office was also present on the telephone.  
The hearing was held from 2:20 PM to 2:27 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys 
General Ms. Galvin and Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the 
PSRB approves the minutes. 
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This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-3994(H), to determine whether Ms. Ovind 
no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect, whether the mental disease or defect, if any, is 
in stable remission, whether Ms.  Ovind no longer needs ongoing treatment for a mental disease 
or defect, and whether Ms. Ovind is not dangerous or has a propensity to reoffend. 
 
ASH had no recommendations.  Ms. Ovind resides in an assisted living facility and is stable at this 
time, according to the monthly conditional release reports.  Despite a report request that was 
sent to Jack Shier, MD, outpatient psychiatrist, the PSRB did not receive an updated report.  There 
was no motion and, therefore, no changes recommended.  The Conditional Release Plan remains 
the same. 
 

 10. MICHAEL ROBINSON – PSRB CASE NO. 10-07 

 
Findings:  Mr. Robinson was present with his attorney, Mr. Trent Buckallew.  The hearing was held 
from 2:27 PM to 2:37 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Ms. Galvin 
and Mr. Caputo, and also Mr. Shawn Fuller from the Gila County Attorney’s Office was present 
telephonically.   The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves the 
minutes. 
 
This hearing was held at the request of Mr. Buckallew and the Outpatient Treatment Team to 
allow Mr. Robinson to self-administer his own medications in his home, and to decrease 
appointments with the psychiatrist from once per month to once every other month. 
 
ASH recommended the approval of one of the requests, but not both.  Mr. Buckallew stated the 
medication monitoring is causing a hardship for Mr. Robinson to drive 14 miles round trip on the 
weekend to have his medications administered.  Mr. Shawn Fuller, from the Gila County 
Attorney’s Office, objected to both proposed changes, stating that if the treatment program is 
working then it should remain the same vs. risking relapse. 
 
There was no motion; therefore, the PSRB did not approve this request.  The Conditional Release 
Plan remains the same. 
 

11.   WALTER GRAY McCARTHY – PSRB CASE NO. 10-13 
 

Findings:  Mr. McCarthy was present with his attorney, Mr. Trent Buckallew.  The hearing was 
held from 2:37 PM to 2:55 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Ms. 
Galvin and Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB 
approves the minutes. 
 
This hearing was held at the request of Mr. Buckallew, who filed a Motion to Add to Calendar on 
August 25, 2015. 
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ASH recommended Conditional Release to ASH, Levels 1-3, which was approved by the Special 
Classification Committee.   
 
Motion:  Dr. Olson made a motion to recess into Executive Session to discuss clinical matters.  The 
motion was seconded by Dr. Ramirez and passed unanimously.  The Board recessed into Executive 
Session from 2:40 PM to 2:53 PM. 
 
The Board returned to General Session at 2:53 PM.   
 
Ms. Laurinda Cumming (victim) provided testimony.  She objected to any privilege levels, based 
on the fear that Mr. McCarthy would come after her.  She stated he held a knife to her throat, has 
a long history of killing, violence and manipulation, and requested that no privilege levels be 
granted to him at any time.  Ms. Juli Warzynski, Maricopa County Attorney, also provided 
testimony regarding Mr. McCarthy.  She stated his resistance to the acknowledgment of even 
minor faults and limited self-disclosure when presenting for evaluation, should preclude him from 
being considered for privilege levels.  Ms. Warzynski stated that even though Dr. Seward found 
Mr. McCarthy to be low-risk, the reason behind the index crime remains unknown.  It is for this 
reason that Mr. McCarthy remains guarded when presenting for evaluation and it is her opinion 
he should not be considered for any privilege levels.  She requested the PSRB deny Mr. 
McCarthy’s request for privileges. 
 
Mr. Buckallew noted the evaluation states Mr. McCarthy is considered low risk, and there is 
nothing in the evidence that would support he is inappropriate for elevation to Conditional 
Release to ASH, Levels 1-3. 
 
A concern regarding malingering was brought forth by Dr. Ramirez.  Mr. Buckallew stated the 
evaluators acknowledged Mr. McCarthy’s defensiveness; however, the evidence suggests he is 
still ready to progress to Conditional Release to ASH, Level 1. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Olson made a motion to approve the request of Conditional Release to ASH, Levels 1-
3, because she agrees with the conclusion of the conditional release plan (as proposed), that Mr. 
McCarthy would be low risk while escorted off grounds by hospital staff.  She stated it is her 
belief, based upon the reports, that he is not symptomatic, rather is in stable remission at this 
time.  For lack of a second, the motion died.  There were no additional motions; therefore, the 
request was not approved.  
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III.  NEW BUSINESS 
 
None. 

 
IV.  OTHER BUSINESS 

 
• Discussion, consideration, and possible action related to future Agenda items.  The topic of 

developing a Mission Statement was discussed.  Dr. Clark presented a proposed mission 
statement.  The Board decided to add this topic as a future Agenda item. 

 
• MMIC Members on Conditional Release to the Community, whose outpatient clinic has 

changed due to the closing of POCN.  The list is as follows: 
 

Jamarall Jordan La Fronterra/EMPACT 
Charles Holmes La Fronterra/EMPACT 
Tahum Garland La Fronterra/EMPACT 
Charles Vahnmiddlestate La Fronterra/EMPACT 
Patty Jorgensen La Fronterra/EMPACT 
John Lewis La Fronterra/EMPACT 
Paula Hughes-Riccio La Fronterra/EMPACT 
Chester Herron La Fronterra/EMPACT 
Joseph Sinkovich La Fronterra/EMPACT 
Julian Lockhart Community Bridges 
  
 

• Dr. Clark stated he is considered a hold-over on the board until someone is appointed.  It is his 
hope to remain a member on the board and has enjoyed serving.  He feels public safety and 
protection should continue to guide the decisions of the PSRB.  He requested to add a board 
retreat with other stakeholders as a future Agenda item.   

 
• Discussion, consideration, and possible action related to:   

o  August 28, 2015, General and Executive Session Meeting Minutes – Susan 
Stevens made a motion to approve.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Olson and 
passed unanimously. 

o September 25, 2015, General and Executive Session Meeting Minutes – Susan 
Stevens made a motion to approve.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Ramirez 
and passed.  Paul O’Connell abstained as he was not present at the September 25, 
2015, meeting. 

o October 1, 2015, General Session Meeting Minutes – Dr. Ramirez made a motion 
to approve.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Olson and passed.  Paul O’Connell 
and Susan Stevens abstained as they were not present at the October 1, 2015, 
meeting. 
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V.  ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:15 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted by,    Prepared by,  
   

     
    
Carol Olson, M.D., Chairperson    Denise Dumond, Executive Director  
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