
 
 
 
 
 

STATE OF ARIZONA  
PSYCHIATRIC SECURITY REVIEW BOARD 

MINUTES OF GENERAL SESSION 
April 24, 2015 

Arizona State Hospital – Forensic Wildflower Building 
2500 East Van Buren Street, Phoenix, AZ  85008 

Members Present: 
Carol Olson, MD, Chair 
Julio Ramirez, PhD, Vice-Chair 
Susan Stevens, ESQ 
 
Members Absent (Excused): 
James Clark, MD 
Paul O’Connell 
 
Assistant Attorneys General Present: 
Montgomery Lee, Esq., for the Psychiatric Security Review Board 
Lou Caputo, Esq. for the Arizona State Hospital 
 
Staff Present: 
Denise Dumond, Executive Director 
 
Visitors Present: 
Tammy Wray, Maricopa County Public Defender’s Office 
Brian Thredbold, Maricopa County Public Defender’s Office 
Patty Schach, CPSA 
Chris Cameron, CPSA 
Lauren Kames, RRC 
Brian Madson, VAMC, 
Robert Trebilcock, Attorney 
Nora Greer, Attorney 
Stefanie Jones-Campbell, Pinal County Public Defender 
Sherie Palmer 
Karl Edmark 
Mary Miller 
Rachel Trautner, POCN, 
Brooklyn Jorgensen 
Amanda Gilbreath 
Lindsey Arendt 



Devin Rankin, Maricopa County Public Defender 
Adam Adinolfi, Maricopa County Public Defender 
Rosemary Sierras 
Denise Brinker 
Margaret Sierras 
Loretta Sierras 
Medinah Cross 
Hassan Cross 
A. Herndon 
John Blischak, Attorney 
Reginald Cooke, Attorney 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 
 

Dr. Olson called the meeting to order at 1:13 PM, read the Executive Session Confidentiality Statement, 
and swore in the individuals who would be testifying during the meeting. 

 

II.  STATUTORY HEARINGS 
 

 1. STEVEN LICON – PSRB CASE NO. 10-06 
 

Findings:  Mr. Licon was present with his attorney, Nora Greer.  The hearing was held from 1:14 
PM to 1:17 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Mr. Lee and Mr. Caputo.  
The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves the minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-994(H), to determine whether Mr. Licon 
no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect, whether the mental disease or defect, if any, is 
in stable remission, whether Mr. Licon no longer needs ongoing treatment for a mental disease or 
defect, and whether Mr. Licon is not dangerous or has a propensity to reoffend. 
 
There was no additional request from ASH. 
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Ms. Stevens to deny conditional release for Mr. Licon based upon 
evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment Team, that Mr. Licon did not prove 
by clear and convincing evidence that he no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect and he 
is no longer dangerous.  Mr. Licon shall remain committed at the Arizona State Hospital.  The 
motion was seconded by Dr. Ramirez and passed unanimously. 
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2. DAVID MITCHELL – PSRB CASE NO. 01-15 
 

Findings:  Mr. Mitchell was present and his attorney, Mr. Trebilcock.  The hearing was held from 
1:17 PM to 1:18 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Mr. Lee and Mr. 
Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves the 
minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-994(H), to determine whether Mr. 
Mitchell no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect, whether the mental disease or defect, 
if any, is in stable remission, whether Mr. Mitchell no longer needs ongoing treatment for a 
mental disease or defect, and whether Mr. Mitchell is not dangerous or has a propensity to 
reoffend. 
 
There was no additional request from ASH.   
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Dr. Ramirez to deny conditional release for Mr. Mitchell based 
upon evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment Team, that Mr. Mitchell did 
not prove by clear and convincing evidence that he no longer suffers from a mental disease or 
defect and he is no longer dangerous.  Mr. Mitchell shall remain committed at the Arizona State 
Hospital.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Stevens and passed unanimously. 
 

3. THOMAS MAYS – PSRB CASE NO. 12-18 
 

Findings:  Mr. Mays was present with his attorney, Ms. Nora Greer.  The hearing was held from 
1:18 PM to 1:31 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Mr. Lee and Mr. 
Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves the 
minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13994(J), to determine whether the PSRB’s 
jurisdiction over Mr. Mays shall expire without further action or whether it shall order the 
Mohave County Attorney to initiate Civil Commitment proceedings pursuant to Title 36 of the 
Arizona State Revised Statutes. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Olson made a motion to recess into Executive Session to discuss clinical matters.  The 
motion was seconded by Dr. Ramirez and passed unanimously.  The Board recessed into Executive 
Session from 1:20 PM to 1:29 PM.   
 
The Board returned to General Session at 1:29 PM. 
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Susan Stevens that the PSRB order the Mohave County Attorney 
to initiate civil commitment proceedings for Mr. Mays pending the expiration of the PSRB’s 
jurisdiction based on the evidence presented and that the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment 
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Team be allowed to conditionally release Mr. Mays to the custody of an appropriate law 
enforcement agency for transportation up to five days prior to the PSRB’s jurisdiction expiration 
date of May 15, 2015.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Ramirez and passed unanimously. 
 

4. JAMES PERKINS – PSRB CASE NO. 09-07 
 
Findings:  Mr. Perkins was present and his attorney, Mr. James Palestini, who was present 
telephonically.  The hearing was held from 1:31 PM to 1:36 PM.  Present at the hearing were 
Assistant Attorneys General Mr. Lee and Mr. Caputo.  The digital recording serves as the official 
document until the PSRB approves the minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13994(J), to determine whether the PSRB’s 
jurisdiction over Mr. Mays shall expire without further action or whether it shall order the 
Maricopa County Attorney to initiate Civil Commitment proceedings pursuant to Title 36 of the 
Arizona State Revised Statutes. 
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Dr. Ramirez that the PSRB allow its jurisdiction over Mr. Perkins 
to expire without ordering the Maricopa County Attorney to initiate civil commitment 
proceedings based on the evidence presented and to allow the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment 
Team to conditionally release Mr. Perkins to a residential setting in the community up to five days 
prior to the PSRB’s jurisdiction expiration date of June 1, 2015. 
 
Ms. Juli Warzynski, Maricopa County Attorney, informed the Board Mr. Perkins has a hearing 
before Judge Cohen in the Maricopa County Superior Court, Case No. CR2008-180240, on May 6, 
2015, at 8:30 AM.  Ms. Warzynski informed the Board the Judge will prepare an Order to 
Transport allowing Mr. Perkins to be transported from the hospital to the court to attend this 
hearing. 
 

 5. SARIYA OKOYE – PSRB CASE NO. 13-13 
 

Findings:  Ms. Okoye was present with her attorney, Mr. Blischak.  The hearing was held from 1:36 
PM to 1:55 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Lou Caputo and Monty 
Lee.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves the minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13994(H), to determine whether Ms. Okoye 
no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect, whether the mental disease or defect, if any, is 
in stable remission, whether Ms. Okoye no longer needs ongoing treatment for a mental disease 
or defect, and whether Ms. Okoye is not dangerous or has a propensity to reoffend. 
 
ASH recommends Conditional Release, Levels 4-5. 
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Motion:  Dr. Olson made a motion to recess into Executive Session to discuss clinical matters.  The 
motion was seconded by Dr. Ramirez and passed unanimously.  The Board recessed into Executive 
Session from 1:36 PM to 1:53 PM.   
 
The Board returned to General Session at 1:53 PM. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Olson made a motion that the PSRB approve Ms. Okoye for Conditional Release to 
the Arizona State Hospital, Levels 4-5, and adopt the Conditional Release Transitional Treatment 
Plan, based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment Team, that Ms. 
Okoye’s mental disease or defect is in stable remission and she is not dangerous if she remains a 
resident of the Arizona State Hospital and is compliant with the terms of her conditional release 
and the transitional treatment plan presented today.  Dr. Olson further moved that Ms. Okoye 
return before the PSRB in three months and, if things are going well, a new conditional release 
plan will be presented.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Ramirez and passed unanimously. 
 

 6. CHARLES VAHNMIDDLESTATE – PSRB CASE NO. 00-17 
 
Findings:  Mr. Vahnmiddlestate was present with his attorney, Mr. Reginald Cooke.  The hearing 
was held from 1:55 PM to 2:05 PM.   Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Lou 
Caputo and Monty Lee.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB 
approves the minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13994(M), based upon its prior finding that 
Mr. Vahnmiddlestate’s return to the Arizona State Hospital was justified.  The PSRB will determine 
whether Mr. Vahnmiddlestate’s Release Order shall be modified, affirmed, or revoked, and the 
PSRB will consider whether Mr. Vahnmiddlestate still suffers from a mental disease or defect and, 
if so, whether it is in stable remission, whether Mr. Vahnmiddlestate needs ongoing treatment for 
a mental disease or defect, and whether Mr. Vahnmiddlestate is dangerous or has a propensity to 
reoffend. 
 
Mr. Cooke presented a hair follicle toxicology report covering the past 180 days showing that the 
hair follicle test was negative for more than one drug.  Ms. Erica Young, ASH Social Worker, and 
John Strickler, with Mercy Maricopa Medical Center and Substance Abuse Counselor, provided 
testimony and reported the RBHA would order and cover a quantitative test for benzodiazepines, 
or any other substance, should he test positive in the future. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Olson made a motion that the PSRB order Mr. Vahnmiddlestate to return to the 
community under his original Conditional Release Plan, with the understanding that if he has a 
positive drug test for benzodiazepines that a quantitative, confirmatory test will be performed.  
The motion was seconded by Dr. Ramirez and passed unanimously. 
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 7. CHARLES SMITH – PSRB CASE NO. 08-05 
 

Findings:  Mr. Charles Smith was present with his attorney, Ms. Tammy Wray.  The hearing was 
held from 2:05 PM to 2:15 PM.   Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Lou 
Caputo and Monty Lee.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB 
approves the minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-994(H), to determine whether Mr. Smith 
no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect, whether the mental disease or defect, if any, is 
in stable remission, whether Mr. Smith no longer needs ongoing treatment for a mental disease 
or defect, and whether Mr. Smith is not dangerous or has a propensity to reoffend. 
 
ASH recommends Conditional Release, Levels 1-3.  Testimony was provided by Ida Nolan (mother) 
and Tiffany Smith (sister).  Ms. Wray requests Conditional Release to the Community. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Olson made a motion to recess into Executive Session to discuss clinical matters.  The 
motion was seconded by Susan Stevens and passed unanimously.  The Board recessed into 
Executive Session from 2:08 PM to 2:14 PM.   
 
The Board returned to General Session at 2:14 PM. 
 
Motion:  Ms. Stevens made a motion that the PSRB approve Mr. Smith for Conditional Release to 
the Arizona State Hospital, Levels 1-3, and adopt the Conditional Release Transitional Treatment 
Plan, based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment Team, that Mr. 
Smith’s mental disease or defect is in stable remission and he is not dangerous if he remains a 
resident of the Arizona State Hospital and is compliant with the terms of his conditional release 
and the transitional treatment plan presented today.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Ramirez 
and passed unanimously. 
 

8. GERALD VENHAUS – PSRB CASE NO. 00-10 

 
Findings:  Ms. Tammy Wray, attorney for Mr. Venhaus, was present and waived her client’s 
appearance.  The hearing was held from 2:15 PM to 2:16 PM.  Present at the hearing were 
Assistant Attorneys General Lou Caputo and Monty Lee. The digital recording serves as the official 
document until the PSRB approves the minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-994(H), to determine whether Mr. 
Venhaus no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect, whether the mental disease or defect, 
if any, is in stable remission, whether Mr. Venhaus no longer needs ongoing treatment for a 
mental disease or defect, and whether Mr. Venhaus is not dangerous or has a propensity to 
reoffend. 
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There was no additional request from ASH.   
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Dr. Olson to deny conditional release for Mr. Venhaus based 
upon evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment Team, that Mr. Venhaus did 
not prove by clear and convincing evidence that he no longer suffers from a mental disease or 
defect and he is no longer dangerous.  Mr. Venhaus shall remain committed at the Arizona State 
Hospital.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Ramirez and passed unanimously. 
 

9. REUBEN MURRAY – PSRB CASE NO. 06-21 
 

Findings:  Mr. Reuben Murray was present with his attorney, Ms. Tammy Wray.  The hearing was 
held from 2:15 PM to 2:25 PM.   Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Lou 
Caputo and Monty Lee.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB 
approves the minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-994(H), to determine whether Mr. Murray 
no longer suffers from a mental disease or defect, whether the mental disease or defect, if any, is 
in stable remission, whether Mr. Murray no longer needs ongoing treatment for a mental disease 
or defect, and whether Mr. Murray is not dangerous or has a propensity to reoffend. 
 
ASH recommends Conditional Release, Level 7.  Attorney requests appearance again before the 
PSRB at the June hearing to discuss Conditional Release to the Community. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Olson made a motion that the PSRB approve Mr. Murray for Conditional Release to 
the Arizona State Hospital, Level 7, and adopt the Conditional Release Transitional Treatment 
Plan, based on the evidence presented by the Arizona State Hospital’s Treatment Team, that Mr. 
Murray’s mental disease or defect is in stable remission and he is not dangerous if he remains a 
resident of the Arizona State Hospital and is compliant with the terms of his conditional release 
and the transitional treatment plan presented today.  Dr. Olson further moved that Mr. Murray 
present again before the PSRB at the June hearing.  The motion was seconded by Susan Stevens 
and passed unanimously.  Dr. Ramirez requested Dr. Laird’s presence at the June hearing. 

 

10. SUSAN SANCHEZ – PSRB CASE NO. 11-02 

 
Findings:  Ms. Susan Sanchez was present with her attorney, Stefanie Jones-Campbell.  The 
hearing was held from 2:25 PM to 2:38 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys 
General Lou Caputo and Monty Lee.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the 
PSRB approves the minutes. 
 
The hearing was held at the request of Ms. Jones-Campbell.  Ms. Sanchez requests a change in 
residence to her Conditional Release Plan from living with her parents to moving into her own 
apartment. 
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Motions:  Dr. Olson made a motion to recess into Executive Session to discuss clinical matters.  
The motion was seconded by Susan Stevens and passed unanimously.  The Board recessed into 
Executive Session from 2:27 PM to 2:35 PM. 
 
The Board returned to General Session at 2:35 PM. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Ramirez made a motion to grant Ms. Sanchez’ request to revise her CR plan to allow 
her to move into her own apartment and no longer requiring her parents to have dose-by-dose 
medication monitoring.  Dr. Ramirez further moved that Ms. Sanchez should have weekly visits 
with her case manager for the first six weeks; thereafter, bi-weekly visits with case manager, plus 
weekly telephone visits.  The motion was seconded by Susan Stevens and passed unanimously. 

 

11. PATRICIA JORGENSEN – PSRB CASE NO. 06-20 
 

Ms. Patricia Jorgensen was present with her attorney, Ms. Tammy Wray.  The hearing was held 
from 2:38 PM to 3:50 PM.  Present at the hearing were Assistant Attorneys General Lou Caputo 
and Monty Lee.  The digital recording serves as the official document until the PSRB approves the 
minutes. 
 
This statutory hearing was held pursuant to A.R.S. § 13994(M) to determine whether sufficient 
grounds existed to justify Ms. Jorgensen’s return to ASH, pursuant to the Order issued on April 13, 
2015, by the PSRB Chair, for further evaluation and treatment. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Olson made a motion to recess into Executive Session.  The motion was seconded by 
Susan Stevens and passed unanimously.  The Board recessed into Executive Session from 2:39 PM 
to 3:30 PM. 
 
The Board returned to General Session at 3:30 PM. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Olson made a motion to recess into Executive Session to discuss legal matters.  The 
motion was seconded by Susan Stevens and passed unanimously.  The Board recessed into 
Executive Session from 3:30 PM to 3:40 PM. 
 
The Board returned to General Session at 3:40 PM.  Testimony was provided by Amanda 
Gilbreath, Lauren Karnes, Sherie Palmer, Brian Madsen, and Ms. Jorgensen. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Olson made a motion that the PSRB considered the objections of Ms. Wray and did 
not find merit to those objections that would nullify the Order to Return Ms. Jorgensen to the 
hospital.  The motion was seconded by Susan Stevens and passed unanimously. 
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Motion:  Dr. Olson made a motion that there did appear to be good cause to Order the Return of 
Ms. Jorgensen to the hospital based upon the information that she may have failed to comply 
with the terms of her Conditional Release.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Stevens and passed 
unanimously. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Olson made a motion to have Ms. Jorgensen reappear before the board at the May 
meeting to consider whether the terms of her Conditional Release should be reinstated, modified 
or revoked.  The motion was seconded by Susan Stevens and passed unanimously. 
 

12. JULIAN LOCKHART – PSRB CASE NO. 07-16 
  

Findings:  Mr. Lockhart was present with his attorney, Tammy Wray.  The hearing was held from 
3:50 PM to 3:55 PM. 
 
The hearing was held at the request of Ms. Wray.  Mr. Lockhart requests a change in residence to 
move from a 24-hour staffed residential placement to a flex care apartment where he will reside 
with a roommate in an individual apartment, maintain his own premises, prepare his own meals, 
and staff is available 16-23.5 hours per day and are available for required daily check-ins and 
medication monitoring. 
 
Motion:  Susan Stevens made a motion to allow the change the residence for Mr. Lockhart.  The 
motion was seconded by Dr. Ramirez and passed unanimously. 
 

III.  NEW BUSINESS 
 
 None 
 

IV.  OTHER BUSINESS 
 

Dr. Olson reported when special requests come before the Board (such as change in residence), she has 
been requesting that ASH Special Class to at least have had an opportunity to consider the requests.  In 
addition, she has been requiring the endorsement of the outpatient treatment providers before any such 
requests are heard before the PSRB. 
 
Monty Lee, Assistant Attorney General, will be retiring on May 8, 2015.  This is his last PSRB hearing. 

 

V.  SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS 
 
 None 
 

VI.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
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• March 27, 2015, General Session and Executive Session Meeting Minutes. 

  
There was no motion to approve minutes due to just enough members present today to make up a 
quorum. One of the members present today was not in attendance at the March hearings.  The March 27, 
2015, meeting minutes of the Executive and General Session will be placed on the May 29, 2015, PSRB 
Agenda for review and approval. 

 

VII.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:00 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted by,    Prepared by, 
 

    
 
    
Carol Olson, M.D., Chairperson    Denise Dumond, Executive Director  
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