FAQs About Bats

How do bats move around
in the dark?

All bats can see, but some use

a special sonar system called
echolocation. They make high
frequency calls out of their mouths
or noses then listen for echoes to
bounce from the objects in front of
them. In this way, bats are able to
avoid predators, maneuver around
obstacles, and capture insects in
total darkness.

How and why do bats hang
upside down?

Unlike bodies of other animals,

a bat'’s body is best adapted for
hanging upside down. Its hind
limbs are rotated 180 degrees so
its knees face backwards. Bats
have specialized tendons that
hold their toes in place so they
are able to cling to their roosts
without expending any energy.
Hanging upside down allows bats
to use unique places in caves and
buildings where they are safe from
predators.

Why is there a concern about
bats and rabies?

Rabies in humans is rare in the
United States. There are usually 1-2
human cases per year. The most
common source of human rabies

in the United States is from bats.
When people are bitten by other
animals, the bites are usually large
enough that they consult their health
care provider, and are evaluated for
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SAFETY AND RISK MANAGEMENT AT CAMP

The United States is home to more than 40 varieties of bats. They eat insects
mfwrkzg yt Flwhzgyzwjl nshgzinsl snlmy A~nsl gjjyqix fsi rtyma Mt]j{jw xtrj
bats may be infected by and transmit the rabies virus.

Most of the recent human rabies cases in the United States have been caused
g~ wignjx {mzxjx Fxxthnfyji Jnym gfyx3 Utyjsynfq jlutxzwjx yt gfyx it thhzu
xtrjpynrjx wjvzansl nsin{nizfox yt zsijwlt wlignjx utxy2jutxzwj uwtum~qfinxl
i.e., rabies vaccinations.

Pjjuns rasilmt]j{w ymfy rtwj ymfs 66 rngnts hmgiwjs fsi Fizgyx jsiflj ns
hfru jtujwjshjx jfhm ~jfwns ymj Zsnyji XyFyjx3 Kj | nsin{nizfox Ingg j{Gw gj
Jrutxjuyt Fwfgnjx2xzxujhy fsnrfgtwsjji rjinhfynsyjw{jsynts izj yt futyjsynfy
Jyutxzwj Jmngj hfrunsl3 Nsymj Zsnyji XyFyjxt ymjwj mf{j gjjs st mzr s wignjx
i jfymx thhzwmsl fx Fwjxzqy tk £ gfy jfutxzwj ns fhfru xjyynsli3

F | fwjsjxx tk ymj kFhyx fgtzy gfyx fsi wlgnjx hfs mjqu uwtyjhy ~tzwxjok fsi ~tzw
hfrujwid Ymnx nsktwrfynts rf~ foxt uwtrtyj f gjyyjw zsijuxyfsinsl tk gfyxt
ymjnw htsywgzyntsx yt ymj js{wtsrjsyl fsi | mfy ~tz hfs it yt xfkjlzfwi Flfasxy
gfyywFsxrrnyyji inxjfxj?

REDUCING EXPOSURE TO BATS
Gfyx fwj gjsjahnfgyt tzw js{mtsrjsy fsi tkyjs uwjxjsyns xzrrjwhfru
xjyynsx3 Yt wjizhj gfy jRutxzwj ns ymj hfru js{wtsrjsy?

63 Gfy2uwttk |mjs utxxngyj

2. Use mosquito netting

Gfy2Uwttasl GznginslIx

Bats may use buildings as shelter or for
uwtyjhynts kwtr tymjw Fsnrfpx3 Gfyx hfs jsyjw
gznginsIx ymwtzIm {jw~ xrfog -1 2 L nshm.

_ xufhx3 Nk ymj hfrrunsl js{mwtsr jsy mfx hfgnsx
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i wjhtr rjsifyntsx’

£ Gfy2uwttk gjy 1 jis Xjuyj rgjw fsi Fuwng
x rtxy gfyx g f{j ns ymj kfqq fsi Jnsyjwyt
mngjwsTyj3 Ymnx [ngq foxt uwj{jsy ~tzsl gfyxt
zsTggj yt A-Lkwtr gjnsl ywFuuj i nsxni j ymj
structure.

ENs ymj xuwnsl Fsi xzrrjul jYhozij gfyx g~
togw{nsl I mjwj kwtw ymj gznginsl gfyx j}ny fy
izxp Fsi mfsinsl hojfw ugfxynh xmjjyns1 tw gnwi
netting over these areas. Bats can leave, but
hfssty wj2jsyjw-xjj alzwj.3

EFkyjwymi gfyx mF{j gijs j}hezijilxjfy
tujsnshx3d Kngg tujsnsix Jnym hfzopl xyjjq | ttol
tw v jxm mfwi | fwj hgtym3

ENsxujhy ktw Fs~ tymjw utyjsynfq hwfhpxt hwj{nhjxi fsi mtojx j{js nk sty
hzwwjsyg~ gjnsl zxj i g~ gfyx j}nynsl ymj xywzhyzwj3

EWjugfhy xj{gwje~ I fwuji tw ifrflji gtfwixs

£ Zxj uwtujw Fyynh {Jsyngfynts Fsi xhwjjs fyg {jsyx
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Netting
Leave netting unattached
along the bottom edge and
allow it to extend 18 to 24
inches below the exit point







