Arizona Cervical Cancer Factsheet 2015

Cervical cancer is cancer that forms in tissues connecting the uterus and vagina, also
known as the cervix. This cancer is usually slow growing and may not have symptoms but
can be found with regular Pap tests. Cervical cancer is almost always caused by human
papillomavirus (HPV) infection, which is often transmitted through sexual activity. In 2015,
the American Cancer Society estimates that 12,900 women in the United States will be
diagnosed with invasive cervical cancer. Most of those women will be younger than age
50.1In 2012, there were 221 women in Arizona diagnosed with invasive cervical cancer.?
Although most cervical cancer cases have a race/ethnicity of White Non-Hispanic (133
cases), American Indians have the highest age adjusted rate of 9.2 cases per 100,000
women. See Figure 1. Women over 50 years of age are diagnosed with a late summary
stage for cervical cancer more often than women under age 50. The age group with the
lowest percent of late stage diagnosis are under 40 years of age. See Figure 2.

Figure 1: Age-Adjusted Cervical Cancer Rate
in Arizona by Race/Ethnicity, 2012
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Figure 2: Percent of Cervical Cancer Age Groups Diagnosed
with a Late Summary Stage3, 2012
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