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December 7, 2015 

Dear VFC Provider, 

Sanofi Pasteur has recently come out with information regarding a manufacturing delay with 

Pentacel vaccine.  As a result Sanofi Pasteur will not be able to meet all of the Pentacel vaccine 

demand through the first half of 2016. However, Sanofi Pasteur has sufficient supplies of the 
relevant single antigen vaccines (DAPTACEL, ActHIB, and IPOL) to address the anticipated 

gap in Pentacel supply. 

Effect on the Arizona Vaccine Center: The CDC will be reducing its allocation of Pentacel to the 

Arizona Vaccine Center but will increase allocations of DAPTACEL, IPOL, and ActHIB.    

Effect on VFC Providers: This means that starting immediately, Pentacel will be in reduced 

supply. The Vaccine Center will make reductions to provider orders based on vaccine 

availability and provider inventory. Beginning now the Vaccine Center will reduce orders 

because we are close to our December allocation. We will continue to reduce orders as 

needed until Pentacel is fully available again. Please remember to order single antigens 

(DTaP, IPV, HIB) or other combination vaccines to replace doses of Pentacel® as needed.  
Doses for your patients should not be delayed. 

Pentacel doses will not be placed on backorder due to limited supply. The Vaccine Center will 

not automatically replace doses of Pentacel with single antigen or combination vaccines – you 

will need to place these orders yourself. 

Pentacel supplies may differ between VFC and private stock.  The Vaccine Center can address 

issues with VFC vaccines, but not your private stock. 

The following is a list of single antigen and combination vaccines that are available: 

Vaccine Type Brand NDC Presentation Manufacturer 

DTaP Daptacel® 49281-0286-10 Single Dose Vials Sanofi Pasteur 

DTaP Infanrix® 58160-0810-11 Single Dose Vials GSK 

DTaP Infanrix® 58160-0810-52 Single Dose Syr. GSK 

DTaP-IPV-HepB Pediarix® 58160-0811-52 Single Dose Syr. GSK 

Hib Acthib® 49281-0545-05 Single Dose Vials Sanofi Pasteur 

IPV IPOL® 49281-0860-10 10 Dose Vial Sanofi Pasteur 
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The “Guidance for Vaccinating Children during the 2015-2016 Pentacel
®
 Manufacturing Delay” 

from the CDC is available at the link below.  This guidance describes how to use alternate 

schedules as well as alternate combination vaccines. 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vac-gen/shortages/downloads/pentacel-delay.pdf 

 

The guidance can also be found on the Arizona Immunization Program webpage: 

 

http://azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/immunization/index.php 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Lisa Underhill, MPA 

Vaccine Center Manager 

Arizona Immunization Program Office 

ArizonaVFC@azdhs.gov 
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