

	Policy/Procedure: Purpose:  Herbicides, pesticides, insecticides, rodenticides, or other chemical controls for pests contain substances that, if ingested, can harm human health. Barry Goldwater School Garden is committed to growing organic produce free from contamination by potentially harmful chemicals. This policy outlines the non-chemical methods by which pests will be controlled in the garden.Contacts:  Carrie Tops, Manager of School Maintenance  (928) 282-8282  carrietops@bgsd.edu                   Tom Atovine, School Garden Manager  (928) 829-2892  tomatovine@bgsd.eduPolicy and Procedures:  Chemical controls will not be used in the garden. Elsewhere on school grounds, chemical controls may be used as a measure of last resort. However, no chemical controls will be used in the immediate vicinity of the garden.  All chemical control applications, including the locations of the applications, must be approved by the Manager of School Maintenance. Physical controls will be used to manage pests as outlined below.Weeds will be pulled by hand.Rodent and animal sightings will be reported to the School Garden Manager and logged in the Animal Presence Log. If an animal is seen, the School Garden Manager will inspect the area of the garden in which the animal was spotted for any feces or destroyed or contaminated produce. Any feces, contaminated produce, and destroyed plants or produce will be thrown away in a lidded garbage can. If rodents are seen, the School Garden Manager will place traps. Traps will be monitored a minimum of one hour before students arrive on campus in the morning. If rodents are caught by traps, the Manager of School Maintenance should be notified. The Manager of School Maintenance will dispose of the trapped rodent in a sealed plastic bag in the dumpster behind the school. If continued sightings of animals or rodents occur, the School Garden Manager will inspect to determine if added fencing, different fencing material, or another method will help to prevent animal or rodent entry.If insects or fungi that pose a threat to the health of plants are observed, the affected plants will be discarded. A non-chemical deterrent, such as a solution of oil and soap, may be applied. The School Garden Manager will be the final authority on these measures and their application.


