
Midwifery Scope of Practice Comments 

March 13 through March 19 2013 
 
 The Department is soliciting public comment on the Midwifery Scope of Practice. Please be 

mindful that comments received will be posted in their entirety unless redacted due to 

inappropriate content. Please provide your comments or concerns below: 

I am a homebirth LOVER, I had my daughter a year ago with a homebirth midwife in 

the valley. I had the most awesome experience, besides that fact that my daughter 

came out not breathing. The midwife wiped her down and put oxygen and after 

working on her she finally took her first breath! It scared my husband and I so much. I 

know that everything happened the way it was, I was healthy and had a normal 

delivery and pregnancy BUT if my daughter would have not took her first breath or if 

my midwife knowingly took me as a patient, knowing my daughter could be at risk 

for this I WOULD HAVE NEVER FORGIVEN HER. I would have lost my daughter. 

I didn't understand this before, I didn't understand how I would have felt until I almost 

lost my daughter. Questions go through my mind like, What if she checked heart beat 

more often? What if she provided care differently? What if my daughter didn't breath? 

Knowing those things now, and looking at it through a different view I would have 

taken time to choose a more experienced midwife, It would not be a about me and my 

birth- IT WOULD BE ABOUT MY BABY. She didn't even know how to use the 

oxygen. It was because of God that my daughter survived, not my midwife. I am 

currently trying to get pregnant and will choose a birth center or more experienced 

midwife this time. Newer midwives just don't know what their doing. I wish that I 

understood this before I chose her as mine........ 
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The Department is soliciting public comment on the Midwifery Scope of Practice. Please be 

mindful that comments received will be posted in their entirety unless redacted due to 

inappropriate content. Please provide your comments or concerns below: 

When it has been made clear on numerous occasions that forcing an official backup 

arrangement with an OB for transport would be near impossible due to the OBs being 

unwilling to assume that liability why have the new quarterlies been issued with this 

requirement in place well before the July deadline? 
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The Department is soliciting public comment on the Midwifery Scope of Practice. Please be 

mindful that comments received will be posted in their entirety unless redacted due to 

inappropriate content. Please provide your comments or concerns below: 

I have spoke to local malpractice insurance carriers and they condur that agreements 

with Licensed midwives is a deal breaker. Here is some info from recent proceedings 

in California, there will be a sunset review of their law in April this year- here is part 

of a report given by faith gibson a California midwifery advisory board member this 

is a recent meeting . Shannon is an ACOG lobbyist. "Malpractice insurance problems 

for ACOG fellows as focus of AB 1308 "Shannon pointed out that as things stand 

now, any OB who supervises or collaborates with a midwife providing OOH care, or 

voluntarily accepts a transfer of care of a midwifery client, is doing so at great peril to 

his/her own professional career. For the last 39 years (since passage of the 1974 

nurse-midwifery licensing law) official policies of all three California med-mal 
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carries have prohibited any voluntary working relationship between physicians and 

midwives or between the doctors and midwifery clients who are planning an OOH 

birth. In 1994 and 1995, the Medical Board held a total of 7 six-hour meetings of their 

Midwifery Implementation Committee. The lobbyist representing the California 

Association of Professional Liability Insurers (CAPLI) attended every meeting. Judge 

Cologne was an attorney, former judge, one-time employee of the US Justice 

Department’s Anti-trust unit and a very recent lobbyist for the CMA. We asked him 

to explain the factual basis of the exclusionary policy by all CAPLI members, and 

provide information about actuarial data being used. Judge Cologne cheerfully 

admitted that none of the companies had any actuarial data." 
 

 

 The Department is soliciting public comment on the Midwifery Scope of Practice. Please be 

mindful that comments received will be posted in their entirety unless redacted due to 

inappropriate content. Please provide your comments or concerns below: 

I have a copy of the quarterly report that was part of 1994 rules revision. I have seen 

several other quarterly report forms- but I have not seen the dates on those rules/for 

revisions. Are there dates for the various revisions? since the form is in rule- shouldn't 

the one that was in place be the "OFFICAL" form- unless there are some more recent 

rule changes that changed the form? here is a copy of the form --- 
 

 

 
Sat Mar, 16 

2013 

 

8:07 PM 

 

 The Department is soliciting public comment on the Midwifery Scope of Practice. Please be 

mindful that comments received will be posted in their entirety unless redacted due to 

inappropriate content. Please provide your comments or concerns below: 

I am a homebirth LOVER, I had my daughter a year ago with a homebirth midwife in 

the valley. I had the most awesome experience, besides that fact that my daughter 

came out not breathing. The midwife wiped her down and put oxygen and after 

working on her she finally took her first breath! It scared my husband and I so much. I 

know that everything happened the way it was, I was healthy and had a normal 

delivery and pregnancy BUT if my daughter would have not took her first breath or if 

my midwife knowingly took me as a patient, knowing my daughter could be at risk 

for this I WOULD HAVE NEVER FORGIVEN HER. I would have lost my daughter. 

I didn't understand this before, I didn't understand how I would have felt until I almost 

lost my daughter. Questions go through my mind like, What if she checked heart beat 

more often? What if she provided care differently? What if my daughter didn't breath? 

Knowing those things now, and looking at it through a different view I would have 

taken time to choose a more experienced midwife, It would not be a about me and my 

birth- IT WOULD BE ABOUT MY BABY. She didn't even know how to use the 

oxygen. It was because of God that my daughter survived, not my midwife. I am 

currently trying to get pregnant and will choose a birth center or more experienced 

midwife this time. Newer midwives just don't know what their doing. I wish that I 

understood this before I chose her as mine........ 
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