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I am a first time mother, and a supporter of home births, birth center births, 

midwifery and doulas. I wholeheartedly believe that pregnancy and birth involve 

very personal decisions that are to be made freely by the mother. Pregnancy and 

birth are NOT medical issues, it is a perfectly natural, human experience that in 

most cases will not need medical intervention. The law has NO PLACE telling me 

that I can't choose an OB or midwife to deliver my baby, in my own home, a birth 

center or a hospital. It is MY choice, MY decision alone. We live in a "free" 

country and it is our right to make these decisions.  

My initial prenatal care was with my gynecologist. I felt like just a number to her. I 

always felt rushed in her office and she never offered any information - only asked, 

"do you have any questions?" Well, of course I did! That was my first pregnancy, I 

just didn't know what to ask. It was the doctors obligation to provide me 

information on my pregnancy. I left that OB and never looked back because she 

was very short/borderline rude, rushed all the appointments, never provided info 

about "being pregnant/what to expect" and only delivered in a hospital (hospital 

birth wasn't for me). I chose Babymoon Inn, and had an AMAZING birth, with a 

midwife and a doula. I had wonderful hour long appointments, never felt rushed, 

was always reassured and confident in my pregnancy after every appointment, was 

provided with lots of great information, and felt genuinely cared for by every 

nurse, midwife and doula I met there. I would hope that every woman explores 

birth with a midwife as an option, whether it be at home, birth center or hospital. I 

would birth again exactly the same way in a heartbeat!! Please please understand 

how personal the decision is for the mother, to birth where she wants to, with 

whatever provider she prefers. It is absolutely crucial for the birth environment to 

be one of comfort, peace, freedom, love, loved ones, and skilled health providers in 

order to facilitate a successful birth (aka:healthy mom & baby). Let the law provide 

the guidelines for creating skilled providers. Let the mothers decide where to birth, 

and with whom. Thank you so much for understanding our viewpoints (mothers) 

and taking the time to read and consider them with earnest. 
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The purpose of licensure is public safety. A driver's license implies that someone is 

able to safely operate a vehicle on the road. The parameters for midwifery 

licensure need to be based in safety. The state has a duty to protect vulnerable 

populations. There is no one more vulnerable than an unborn baby. Unfortunately 

some parents do not protect their children the way they should. This is why we 

have a state agency called Child Protective Services. It is also why we have laws 

about fencing pools and mandating car seats for children. If there is a bad outcome 

during a delivery, the person most likely to be harmed is the baby. Some women 

get so caught up in planning their birth experience that they lose sight of the fact 

that it is not about their having an awesome experience, it is about the baby starting 

his life outside the womb. A misguided mom having a high risk delivery that 

results in a bad outcome for the baby can rob him of his future and his destiny for 

her own selfish purposes. The state needs to make sure high risk deliveries are not 

putting these vulnerable people at risk of death or disability. 
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