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INTRODUCTION 

Animal Control & Veterinarian  Services 

• Mr. Adolph Robles, Sr. Animal Control Officer 

• Dr. Bahe, Veterinarian 

Community Health Education Program 

• Mr. James Tree, Program Manager  

Environmental Health Services   

• Mr. Daniel Hoyt, Sr. Sanitarian 

Disease Surveillance Program 

• Mrs. Cheryl Shuy, CD Nurse 
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GRIC HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

• No previous cases  

• 2 human cases identified in 12/2009 

• Significant stray dog population 

• Significant Brown Dog Tick presence identified 

• Abundance of excessive harborage 
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GRIC HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

After notification of 2 human cases, 
activated GRIC Departmental EOC 
with ICS structure 

Developed Action Plan 

• Established objectives 

• Monitor 

• Tick Surveillance 

• Dog Surveillance 

• Human Case / suspected 
case Surveillance 

• Evaluate 

• Tick Testing 

• Canine Serosurveys 
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http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://elcoco.co/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/ticks-on-dogs.jpg&imgrefurl=http://elcoco.co/the-great-guanacaste-tick-plague-and-how-to-beat-it/&h=300&w=400&sz=7&tbnid=KFu5nFdD2YseDM:&tbnh=92&tbnw=122&prev=/search?q=tick+infested+dog+pictures&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tick+infested+dog+pictures&usg=__FwTeR_18hYMiiTCMgO6sY-Kq4_o=&docid=n79fHOhKVU58pM&hl=en&sa=X&ei=_QKbUM7WHMLmqgHuzoFw&sqi=2&ved=0CC0Q9QEwAA


GRIC HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

Conduct Control Actions  

• Dog Dips 

• Dog Collars 

• Environmental  

• Pesticide Application 

• Harborage Removal 

 

Report 

• Community Leadership 

• Community District  Presentations 

• State / Federal Agencies 
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GRIC HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

Outreach / Education 

• Door to Door 

• Presentations 

• Leadership 

• Community 

• Clinicians 

• Newspaper 

• Internet 

• Brochures / Flyers 
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GRIC HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

Outcome 
• No new confirmed RMSF human cases to date 

• 2 suspected cases, preventative treatment given 

• Labs negative 

• ~ 500 dogs treated for ticks* 

• 200+ homes surveyed by dry ice tick traps*  

• 150+ homes treated with Permethrin (aq)* 

• 200+ homes provided with granular Permethrin (g)* 

• * During the course of initial incident response 12/2009 - 12/2010 
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GRIC HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

 

 

640 Cu. 

Yds  

of refuse 

removed 
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GRIC HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

Requested CDC Epi-Aid 

• Assisted with Canine Sero-surveys 

• Assisted with pesticide dispersal 

• Assisted with Outreach 

• Assisted with surveillance 

• Conducted blood and tick testing 

• Reported on findings and provided further recommendations 
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EPIDEMIOLOGY / 

DISEASE SURVEILLANCE 

1
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EPIDEMIOLOGY / 

DISEASE SURVEILLANCE 
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ANIMAL CONTROL 
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ANIMAL CONTROL 

Continue surveillance of target area 

• Increased ACO presence in the area 

• One on one education of dog owners 

• Impoundment of stray/unwanted dogs 

• Increased enforcement effort 

• Citations for dogs roaming 

• Amended GRIC Ordinance GR-02-10 

• Limited the number of dogs per 

household (4) 
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ANIMAL CONTROL 

• Conduct Sero-survey in cooperation with 

CDC of dogs in areas immediately 

surrounding original target area 6 months 

after initial event 

• Door to Door Vaccination/Blood drive 

movement 

• Offer tick dipping and dog tick collars 

• Advise homeowners of environmental 

control options 
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ANIMAL CONTROL:  

CONTINUED MONITORING 

Two years after initial incident 

• In cooperation with the CDC, 

conducted sero-survey blood draws 

during annual rabies vaccination 

clinic; 152 samples drawn 

• Evaluate results to decide if control 

measures need to be modified Visit 

positive homes to evaluate, 

medicate and educate 

• Developed and implemented plan for 

spay/neuter program 

• Monthly random RMSF canine blood 

draws 
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ANIMAL CONTROL 

Education 

• Continue coordination of flyer and 

brochure distribution with Community 

Health Educators 

• Provide outreach regarding Animal 

Control issues, ordinance, and services 

through department newsletter and 

newspaper (GRIN). 

• Participate in Community activities & 

health fairs 
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http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/chi/images/tick-video.png&imgrefurl=http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/chi/chi31-3_prevention.html&h=233&w=325&sz=95&tbnid=QycNYGxZR1VkSM:&tbnh=86&tbnw=120&prev=/search?q=tick+surveillance+pictures&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=tick+surveillance+pictures&usg=__9Pjh5kpsjL6-vh--KKz9AMd7DZs=&docid=bdwT35JpeYqU4M&hl=en&sa=X&ei=tv-aUKzUCcS8yAHcn4HgDw&sqi=2&ved=0CGAQ9QEwDA&dur=1560


ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 

Current RMSF efforts tasked to GRIC's Environmental Health 

Services office consist of: 

• Outreach: Collaboration with the Department's Community Health 

Education office 

• Development of RMSF outreach materials 

• Community presentations 
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 

Surveillance / Monitoring 

• Responds to complaints and 

referrals 

• Conducts routine tick trapping 

utilizing CO2 baited traps during 

the months of April - October. 

• Analyze data to direct control 

measures 
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 

Conducts Brown Dog Tick control 

measures 

• Exterior application of pesticide 

to the outdoor environment of the 

infested home. 

• Triggered by investigation or 

surveillance 

• Zero tolerance threshold. I.e.. 

Any presence of BDT triggers 

pesticide application.  

 

• Provides referrals to other 

    agencies 
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION 

Community Health Educators engaged in continued 
outreach/education efforts. 

• Established communication/coordination with HRD 
Divisions 

• Animal Control 

• Ticks Services 

• Disease Surveillance 

• Environmental Health Services 

• Vector Control 

 

• Established presentations throughout community 

• Target populations:  Youth, Adult & Elderly 

 

• Bi- Annual Door to Door Campaigns 

• The staff provides health information and education 
by going house to house in each district.  
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION 

Provide health informational booths  

• Twice a month in each district. 

• Various community events in each district. 

1-on-1 education 

• Staff make direct contact with community 

members while in the field and solicit 

feedback 

Development & dissemination of 

educational materials 

• Brochures / Flyers 
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION 

Outreach Materials 

2
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION 

Outreach Materials 

2
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION 

Outreach Materials 
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OUTCOMES 

• Veterinary program developed 

• Spay / Neuter services 

• Heightened awareness among shareholders 

• Increased financial and manpower resources 

• Increased  partnerships and collaboration 

• Increase in staffing, service capacities and resources 

• Approval of the Domestic Animal Ordinance GR-02-10 
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Q & A 

THANK YOU 
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http://www.google.com/imgres?q=dog+pictures&start=103&hl=en&sa=X&tbo=d&biw=1272&bih=792&tbm=isch&tbnid=3pE2SQtlSAyqsM:&imgrefurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Trillium_Poncho_cat_dog.jpg&docid=d1ywhc9vXIdVMM&imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/79/Trillium_Poncho_cat_dog.jpg&w=463&h=500&ei=1wObUPHOFOWZyQHuk4HYAw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=904&vpy=260&dur=3229&hovh=233&hovw=216&tx=103&ty=116&sig=104953870024341035100&page=4&tbnh=141&tbnw=133&ndsp=35&ved=1t:429,r:33,s:103,i:223

